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ON PRUSSIC ACID. 
By M. Onriva. 


M. Onrita’s memoir, of which the fol- 
lowing is an abridgment, gives a very 
clear exposition of the best methods of dis- 
covering, by means of chemical reagents, 
the presence of hydrocyanic acid in various 
liquids ; of determining the proportion in 
which it is contained in them, and its effects 
on the animal economy ; and, lastly, of the 
most efficacious treatment in cases of poison- 
ing by it. 

If the acid be mixed with a liquid, the best 
reagent is the nitrate of silver, which indi- 
cates even a very small quantity of it, by a 
curdly white precipitate, consisting of the 
cyanuret of silver. This substance has the 
following properties: it is insoluble in 
water and nitric acid, at a low temperature, 
but very soluble in the latter at a boiling 
heat, and in ammonia; it has a very slight 
tendency to become of a violet colour, is de- 
composed by the action of heat, and the 
free contact of air, so as to give cyanogen 
and metallic silver, the former of which 
being easily recognised by the smell, the 
cyanuret of silver can hardly be confounded 
with any other substance. The deuto sul- 
phate of copper, with a little potash, which 
was proposed by M. Lassaigne as a test for 
prussic acid, is much more sensible than the 
sulphate of iron, but less so than the nitrate 
of silver; moreover it gives a precipitate, 
which may be confounded with a great mauy 
other substances. The persulphate of iron, 
with a small addition of potash, gives a pre- 
cipitate of blue colour, (or which becomes 
so by adding a few drops of sulphuric acid,) 
but it is by far too little sensible to serve as 


. a test for prussic acid. 


In those cases where the acid is mixed with 
coloured fluids, so as to produce, on the ad- 
dition of nitrate of silver or persulphate of 
iron, brown precipitates, a piece of writing 
paper, impregnated with a solution of caustic 
potash, is dipped into the fluid for about two 
or three minutes, and after having become 
dry in the air, a saturated solution of the 
persulphate of iron is sprinkled over it, by 

No, 315. 


which the paper immediately turns of a 
blue colour, with a slight greenish hue. 
Sometimes it will be sufficient to destroy 
the colour of the fluid, by the addition of 
purified animal charcoal. If either of the 
two methods prove ineffectual, the fluid 
must be distilled, and then submitted tc the 
action of nitrate of silver. 

The best method of ascertaining the rela- 
tive quantity of prussic acid ina fluid is the 
following :—a certain portion of the fluid 
having been mixed with water, an excess of 
the solution of nitrate of silver is added 
guttatim, by which the whole of the prussic 
acid is precipitated as cyanuret of silver. 
Numerous experiments have shown that 
syrup, and the mucilages of gum arabic, and 
althea, with which the hydrocyanic syrup is 
generally prepared, form no precipitate with 
the nitrate of silver ; the cyanuret of silver, in 
the above experiment, is consequently to be 
considered as perfectly free from the admix- 
ture of any other substance. This method 
is greatly preferable to distilling the fluid, 
and collecting the vapour over, or letting it 
pass through, a solution of the nitrate of sil- 
ver. In an experiment of that kind, which 
was made last year in consequence of an 
order from the * Procureur du Roi,” by 
MM. Barruel, Gay-Lussac, Magendie, and 
the author, not more than 3.73 grains of the 
cyanuret were obtained, from a syrup which, 
by dropping the solution of nitrate of silver in 
the manner above recommended, was found 
to furnish 4.558 grains of the cyanuret. 
From the latter substance, the absolute 
quantity of hydrocyanic acid is easily ob- 
tained by calculation. The cyanuret of sil- 
ver consists of 32.900 cyanogen, and 
135.160 silver, and hydrocyanic acid of 
96.34 cyanogen, and 3.66 hydrogen. The 
quantity of cyanogen in the cyanuret of sil- 
ver, serves, accordingly, to determine the 
relative quantity of the prussic acid. 

In order to appreciate the quantity of hy- 
drocyanic acid mixed with muriates, car- 
bonates, phosphates, &c., the solution of the 
nitrate of silver is added, which gives a 
precipitate, consisting of the cyanuret, 
muriate, phosphate, carbonate, &c., of sil- 
ver. The phosphate and carbonate of silver 
are dissolved by the admixture of diluted 
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nitric acid, the remainder, consisting of the 
cyanuret and muriate of silver, is boiled for 
half an hour with nitric acid, by which the 
cyanuret of silver is a taken up, the 
muriate remaining issolved. The 
anuret of silvef, during its distolation in 
nitric acid, tatorgobs e following thange : 
the water being, by the action of the acid, 
decomposed, its oxygen combines with the 
—_ which thus becomes a nitrate, while 
hydrogen unites to the cyanogen, and 
forms hydrocyanic avid, which ts disengaged 
by the action of heat. In ordex, therefore, 
to appreciate the quantity of the cyanuret 
of silver, a sufficient quantity of hydrocyanic 
acid is added to the nitrate obtained, to con- 
vert the whole of the metal into a cyanuret, 
the weight of which, together with that of 
the muriate, will serve to determine the 
relative quantity of acid in the fluid. 

To the above method, it might be objected 
that the cyanuret of silver obtained, affords 
no sufficient reason to suppose the existence 
of free hydrocyanic acid in the fluid, and 
that the same result would have taken place 
if it had existed in the form of a hydro- 
cyanate or cyanuret; the distillation of a por- 
tion of the fluid in a closed vessel, is suffi- 
cient to settle this question, hy the con- 
densation of hydrocyanic acid in the re- 
ceiver, in case it existed free in the fluid, 
while the cyanurets and h yanates (ex- 
= the hydrocyanate of ammonia) are not 
volatilised or decomposed at the tempera- 
ture of boiling water. 

With respect to the morbid alterations 
produced in the animal economy by the in- 
gestion of large doses of prussic acid, it ap- 

rs, from numerous experiments upon 
dogs, that there is no inflammation of the 
stomach or intestinal canal; while, in the 
human subject, several post-mortem exami- 
nations have shown the contrary: this differ- 
ence may, perhaps, be accounted for, by the 
cireumstance of the dogs having been killed 
almost suddenly in the greater number of 
the experiments. MM. Adelon, Mare, and 
Marjolin, give the following results of the 

-mortem examinations of seven patients 
of the Salpétriére, who, some years ago, 
died between twenty-five and thirty minutes 
after having each of them swallowed about 
nine drachms of the hydrocyani¢ syrup. 
The mucous membrane of the stomach and 
smaller intestines was evidently inflamed, and 
its follicule mucose were more than usually 
developed; the external surface of the 


“stomach and intestinal canal was injected, 


‘lation of chlorine, even if it h 
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liquid bi without exhibiting any trace 
of coagulum. The mucous me _of 
the larynx, trachea, and bronchia, was in- 
jected, and of a red eolour; and the 
bronchia filled and ed by spurious 
liquid blood ; the inuGous fiiembrane of the 
bladder, as well as that of the esophagus and 
pharynx, was of a white colour, but appear- 
ed healthy ; the cerebral membranes were 
neg the sinds of the dura mater was 

ed with black fluid blood; the substatice 
of the brain was somewhat softer than usual, 
but, in other respects, as well as the spinal 
chord, healthy; no smell of bitter almonds 
was perceptible in any of the tissues ; all the 
bodies were extremely rigid. 

Although we know as yet of no direct 
antidote prussic acid, there are = | 
cases where the poi effect of a 
dose of it has been obviated by means of 
proper treatment; and some which M. Or- 
fila observed in his own practice, place it 
beyond all doubt, that the ingestion of a dose 
which otherwise would have caused death 
within fiteen to eighteen minutes, in con- 
sequence of the treatment employed, did not 
prove fatal. M. Orfila having convinced 
himself, by numerous experiments, that nei- 
ther the infusion nor decoction of coffee, nor 
the essential oil of turpentine, nor any of the 
other remedies recommended, had any effect, 
came, at last, to the following result :— 

1. The inhalation of the vapour from a 
weak solution of ammonia in water, is to be 
consideredas one of the most efficacious means 
of checking the poisonous effects of prussic 
acid. The solution must not be stronger 
than about one part of the caustic liquor of 
ammonia to twelve of water, or it will cause 
a spasmodic contraction of the glottis, and 
inflammation of the trachea; the internal 
use of ammonia appears to have no effect 
whatever. 

2. The inhalation of the vapour from a 
weak solution of chlorine, parts of 
water to one of chlorine,) ich was first 

M. Simeon, of the Hopital 

St. Louis, is not less efficacious than ammo- 

nia. M. Orfila asserts that dogs, after hav- 

ing swallowed prussic acid in a quantity 

sufficient to kill them within fifteen minutes, 

had been saved from perishing by the inha- 

ad been em- 

ployed four or five minutes after the in- 
gestion of the poison. 

3. Lastly, the affusion of cold water over 
the head and along the back, according to 


the spleen softened, and, in some of i experiments of M. Herbst: of eight 


bodies, almost diffluent; the veins of the 
liver were gorged with black fluid blood, the 
kidneys of a violet colour, softened, and 


filled with biood; the substance of the heart 
was rather firm ; its cavities, as well as the 


larger arteries, empty, the larger veins, on 


ogs, to which this method was applied, 
three survived the administration of a suffi- 
cient quantity of prussic acid to kill them 
within a short fime; the other five died, 
but the destructive effect of the poison had 
evidently been retarded by the cold affu- 
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sions. One of the dogs, after a dose of acid 
sufficient to kill him within twelve minutes, 
continued to live for two hours and a half; 
of two others, who, without the use of cold 
affusions, would, most probably, have died 
within two or three minutes, the one remain- 
ed alive for twenty, the other during fourteen, 
minutes after the ingestion of the poison. 

Besides the above remedies, M. Oriila 
recommends the use of ice to the head, 
leeches to the temples, and bleeding; the 
latter of which, however, he remarks, has, 
in no case, been sufficient to destroy the 
effect of the poison, if unassisted by the 
other remedies above recommended. 


HYDATIDS AND DROPSY OF THE 
UTERUS. 


To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Sir,—I beg to forward to you the follow- 
ing interesting cases: one of hydatids in 
the uterus, the other of dropsy in the 
uterus, treated by my friend Mr. W. Wip- 
sMitu, of pms 4 I am, Sir, your well- 

er, 
Joun Errs, 


2, Seymour Place, Bryanstone Square. 
CASE OF HYDATIDS OF THE UTERUS. 


June 2, 1828. Mrs. A. applied to me re- 
Pg | a disease which bad long resisted 

e use of domestic remedies. She had 
diarrhwa, as if from impaired biliary secre- 
tion, a paucity of urine, and enlargement of 
the abdomen, She had not menstruated for 
four months, but had suffered some pain at 
the usual periods, attended by a slight serous 
discharge, and three or four times had ex- 
perienced a sudden gush of water, as if from 
the escape of liquor amnii. It was her 
opinion, and that of her friends, that she was 
pregnant. She had two children living, and 
during the latter pregnancy had menstruated 
till the fourth month, Being of a lax habit, 
and debilitated by occasional sickness—in 
addition to the paucity of urine, swelling of 
the legs, general distress over the whole 
body, with the absence of quickening and 


encountered what I conceived to be the pla- 
centa, and, at every pain, large coagula 
seemed to be expelled. ‘The external parts 
were quite lax, and my hand TT passed 
within the vagina. It was my desire to 
seize the fetus and placenta, and so termi- 
nate the labour and hemorrhage together ; 
but the further I pushed my hand, the more 
interminable appeared the mass which filled 
the uterus; and my fears relative to what 
appeared the continued bemorrhage in so 
delicate a woman, increased as I proceeded, 
It now dccurred to me to examine the 
matter which was expelled, and I was greatly 
surprised to find it to consist of that peculiar 
fabric called hydatids. The hemorrhage 
which had preceded their discharge had 
ceased. I therefore withdrew my band, and 
awaited their final expulsion, to assist 
which I gave a 9j. dose of the secale cor- 
nutum. This somewhat increased the pains, 
but failed in expelling more hydatids. Hav- 
ing given alittle brandy and water, I again 
introduced my hand, and cautiously broke 
the mass into fragments, which ually 
escaped by my hand, until I could feel the 
sides of the uterus, which had become a 
little tender, I now desisted, and gave her 
a dose of tinct, opii. No bad symptoms fol- 
lowed, and, in a fortnight, she was quite re- 
covered, About a month afterwards she 
menstruated, and became pregnant about 
October, and was delivered of a healthy 
child in July of the present year. 
Remarks.—Many cases of hydatids are 
recorded in obstetrical treatises; but occur- 
ring so seldom, they scarcely attract the no- 
tice of the practitioner ; to me it was per- 
fectly novel. The symptoms which attend- 
ed were of a most ambiguous character, and 
the difficulty of obviating them by the usual 
methods, determined me to employ mer- 
cury: to this I attribute the disorganisation 
of the bydatids, and their consequent dis- 
gorgement, If, from the 
symptoms, a correct diagnosis could be 
formed, I have no doubt that mercury would 
prove acertain remedy, and which, if used 
early, would save the patient much distress 
and anxiety. But the most curious circum- 
stance attending this case is, that the uterus 


enlargement of the breasts, 1 thought it 
most probable that she was dropsical. I 
endeavoured to regulate the bowels, and to 
establish a freer flow of urine. On the 7th 
the diarrhea was checked, but the urine 
continued scanty, The legs were swelled 
to a great degree, and tenderness of the ab- 
domen was now felt, for which latter the 
sp. tereb. was applied, On the 14th, I ¢ 

menced giving small doses of calomel, 
which, in four days, occasioned slight sali- 
vation, On the 20th I was sent for in haste, 
and was informed that she had flooded for 
two hours, and uterine pains were frequent 
and tolerably strong. On examination, I 


hould so far regain its full and healthy 
powers, and in so short a time as to give 
irth to a child within thirteea months after 
this most formidable disease, and that no 
trace of hydatids has since appeared in the 
patient. 

My friend Mr, Batty, of this town, wit- 
nessed the case during the final discharge 
of the hydatids, In quantity, there were 
between three and four quarts, varying in 
size from the smallest seed to a moderate 
sized grape, and when detached from the 
large mass, being, together, not unlike 


(bunches of the latter. 
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DROPSY OF THE UTERUS. 


The following case also shows to what 
extent the secretory functions of the uterus 
may be deranged, without preventing con- 
ception :— 

1825, March 29. I was desired to attend 
Mrs. V., who had had a premature labour 
a week ortwo previously. Asshe had been 
under the care of another surgeon, I made 
no inquiry into the particulars. She had 
borne living children before, and always 
considered herself a very healthy woman. 
In March, 1826, I was called to her in la- 
bour: the membranes bad given way before 
my arrival, and the whole room-floor gave 
evidence of the fact. On examination, I 
could not decide what the presentation was: 
it proved to be the head ; a few pains pro- 

ed it, and the labour was soon over. 
The whole body of the foetus was anasarcous 
to a high degree, the skin being as about to 
barst at every point, and exhibiting, on the 
whole, a most grotesque appearance. In a 
short time afterwards, the placenta was ex- 
poms but net in the least like a placenta. 
t was perfectly colourless, and had an ap- 
ce of innumerable filaments, like the 

roots ofashrub. It was, indeed, deprived 
of intervening cellular substance, and con- 
sisted only of the different series of vessels, 
and these containing a colourless fluid. 1 
much regret [ could not retain possession of 
it. In this, as in her subsequent pregnancy, 
she could not say how many months she had 
proceeded, as her menstruation never ap- 
peared properly to leave her. This fetus 
did not appear more than five months old, 
She recovered well, In February, 1827, 1 
again attended her, and the membranes not 
having been ruptured, 1 provided myself 
with several capacious vessels “ hold the 
liquor amnii on its discharge. Of this there 
were nearly two gallons, and then followed 
twins, (head and feet,) about four to five 
months old, with a natural placenta. Her 
health was soon restored. In May, 1828, [ 
had a similar duty to perform ; the quantity 
of water was equal to the former, and the 
foetus about the same age. The placenta 
was retained, and required removal ; and, to 
conclude, on the ist May, 1829, she was 
again delivered of twins, under precisely 
similar circumstances as those before men- 


very, was equal to that of any healthy preg- 
nancy, and it is evident, that in every suc- 
cessive impregnation, that the period of 
fetal life is diminished. From the appear- 
ance of the foetus in every case, no signs of 
putrescence existed, and death only occurred 
immediately before expulsion. is case 
affords a clear evidence of hydrops uteri, 
a disease which many pfactitioners have 
doubted the existence of. During the pro- 
gress of two pregnancies, strong diuretics 
were given, in order to prevent the rapi 
accumulation of water; but whilst they 
powerfully acted on the extremities of the 
patient, and completely relieved them of 
their anasarcous condition, the uterus in- 
creased without any cessation whatever. 
After delivery, a copious diuresis is esta- 
blished for severul days, and the patient is 
then free from all future disturbance, until 
conception again takes place. 

Both the above cases illustrate many 
points of pathology, and physiologists 
may draw important inferences from them, 
As to their practical utility, nothing much 
can be advanced; they are not only rare, 
but anomalous; they show us, however, 
some of the vagaries of Nature, and teach 
us not to fear disease, however formidable it 
may appear, nor to doubt the powers of the 
human frame, in the assistance of medical 
skill towards the restoration of health, how- 
ever appearances may militate to the con- 


trary. 


TRISMUS FROM CoLD, &c, 
By R. Dewey Forster, Esq. M.R.C.S, 


Avrnoven the following practice is, as 
I believe, novel, it does not rest solely on 
the success attending its adoption in the 
two cases about to be detailed, as physio- 
logical reasoning induced me to pursue it 
from the axiom, that deliquium, ora state 
bordering on it, in conjunction with vo- 
miting, and the cessation of spasm, are 
placed, with relation to each other, as cause 
and effect :— 

Cas 1,—A poor woman was seized with 
trismus, immediately after attending the 
funeral of her husband, the burial-ground 
and atmosphere being very damp and cold 
at the time. A grain of the tartrate of an- 


tioned. 

Remarks.—The age of the person above 
alluded to, isnow 36. She has four living 
children. Her health previous to March, 
1825, was good, and her former labours 
were marked by exceeding quickness. About 
the time of the commencement of her four 
last conceptions, symptoms of dropsy al- 
ways supervened, which continued to the 

ion, in rather a severe degree. 


close of gestation gre 
The size of the abdomen previous to deli- 


timony and thirty minims of tincture of 
opium, in half an ounce of water, were ad. 
‘ministered, but without the slightest effect ; 
double the dose was exhibited in half an 
hour, and in 15 minutes repeated ; shortly 
after this vomiting commenced, and slight 
fainting supervened, when the spasm re- 
laxed and did not return, The reason for 
_ the addition of the opium was, that sufficient 
j time might be allowed for the absorption of 
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portion of the tartrate of antimony ; but it 
is not quite clear that it is well founded. 

Case 2.—A young lady, aged 19, of leu- 
cophlegmatic habit, emaciated, related 
the subjoined history :—She casually suffer- 
ed a few drops of cold water to fall on her 
foot, being at the time in her usual health, 
but this was attended by a very trifling, 
although ~~ sensation, lasting for a 
moment. Next morning, to her surprise 
and alarm, she could not upen her mouth. 
This occurred in the country, whence, after 
remaining five weeks, during which time 
she received not the slightest benefit from 
her medical advisers, she came to town, and 
having heard of the last case, placed herself 
under my care. She now stated, that fluid 
aliment did not allay her appetite, which is 
craving as at first, and that she lost flesh, 
though continually using soups, dissolved 
ay &c. ; in fact the stomach, from de- 

ity, did not digest half the ingesta, which 
of course ran into the acetous fermentation, 

ucing, as is well known, the craving 

above-mentioned. Under these circum- 
stances, croton oil, in the form of emulsion, 
was taken, producing nothing further than 
an aperient effect ; the evacuations dark and 
offensive. ‘he plan adopted in the last case 
was resorted to with results so similar as to 
render it superfluous to repeat them, and 
the moment relief was obtained, and the 
stomach eased, although still nauseating, 
she ate very heartily, chewing with facility. 
It is curious that her sister suffered for a 
short time in the same way, the exciting 
cause being different. 

9, Stafford Street, Mary-le- Bone, 

Sept. 2, 1829. 


ON HYDROPHOBIA, 


By H. Rosertsox, M.D. 


Or late years hydrophobia has, appa 
rently, become much more frequent than it 
formerly was; so much so, indeed, as to 
make it a subject of very general interest. 
But notwithstanding its claims to profes- 
sional attention, every investigation into its 

seems to have been abandoned as 

6s and unavailing ; the disease, con- 
sequently, is in no instance treated upon 
systematic principles, and, with but few 
exceptions, the cure of hydrophobia has 
been as a subject of the most vague 


and abject empiricism. In this case it may, 


perhaps, be — asserted, that even an er- 
roneous view of the proximate cause of hy- 
drophobia might lead to a more advanta- 
geous mode of treatment, than the present 
uncertain and indefinite notions respecting 
it admit. By investigating this disease in 
@ systematic way, aud by detecting, and 
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consequently avoiding, errors that may have 
| been previously entertained, we may gindu- 
jay ascertain the truth. 
| Itis with this view that I venture to give 
my opinion of the nature of hydrophobia ; 
not, however, with the idea that I shall do 
more in the attempt than induce others to 
direct their minds to this important ques- 
tion, In the few observations I have now 
to offer, I shall confine myself to the parti- 
cular point I have alluded to in explanation 
of hydrophobia, as it occurs in the human 
race, ont leave others to pursue a full in- 
vestigation of the history of that dreadful 
malady in al] its bearings. 

It need scarcely be observed, that hydro- 
phobia is commonly understood to be a spe- 
cific disease, manilested by a peculiar train 
of symptoms, and excited in the functions, 
by the introduction of a poison which has 
been previously generated in the bodies of 
certain animals labouring under disease; 
that the animals in whom this spontaneous 
malady most usually occurs, are those of the 
canine race; that, so far as we yet know, 
the saliva is the secretion in which this pe- 
culiar poison is most abundant; and that, 
consequently, animals of other nataral 
classes commonly contract what we call, 
(when it occurs in man,) hydrophobia, by 
being bitten by those in whom the peculiar 
disease called rabies exists. I do not, by the 
above, mean to limit the origin of rabies to 
animals only of the canine species. There 
are well authenticated instances in which 
hydrophobia was occasioned by the bite of 
an irritated cat, and it bas also appeared 
from similar injuries by other animals ; nor 
do I presume to deny, that hydrophobia has 
been occasioned by the bite of a dog under 
tem irritation, and otherwise in good 
health. I have merely advanced the gene- 
rally received opinion of the origin of this 
li , a3 a minute inquiry into these parti- 
culars does not bear upon the point | have 
in view, viz. the ascertaining the proximate 
cause of hydrophobia when it occurs in man. 

Every matter that occasions a deviation of 
the functions from their regular and healthy 
train, when introduced into the system, may 
be denominated a poison, and in this respect, 
the substances capable of such an effect, are 
of endless variety. Many of them are the 
most subtile gaseous fluids, and others are 
either generated in some animals under a 
state of disease, or are the secretions pecu- 
liar to certain organs. The different classes 
of poisons mentioned, (except those of a 
corrosive nature, which directly act upon 
and destroy the organ itself,) communicate 
their specific properties to the animal eco- 
nomy, by an impression upon the nervous 
system, either directly acting upon the brain 
itself, as in the respiration of contagious 
and other noxious gaseous fluids, or indi- 
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rectly through the medium of the circuia- 
tion, by abrasions of the surface, as in bites, 
&e. It is, moreover, to 
be rved, that whatever may be the na- 
ture of the poison communicated to the 
healthy system, whether it be gaseous or 
liquid, a morbid poison, or the , healthy 
secretion of some function, besides the im- 
pon upon the nervous functions, a fe- 
tile state of the body is the uniform result. 
Ccelius Aurelianus says it was the opinion of 
the most celebrated ancient philosophers, 
that the brain and nerves were the seat of 
hydrophobia, and it is to be lamented that 
this idea was ever lost sight of. However, 
I do not mean to infer, that the impression 
is equally simultaneous in all. The period 
that elapses from the application of the 
ison, will vary according to the sascepti- 
ility of the person, the virulence or concen- 
tration of the poison, and its specific va- 
riety. What I intend to advance is, that 
whenever the impression becomes evident on 
the nervous system, from the communica- 
tion of i & cific poisonous matter to the 
body, a febrile state of the functions simul- 
taneously appears. This is particularly evi- 
dent from every morbid poison ; and all those 
venoms that are the natural secretions of 
certain animals. In proof of the opinion 
here advanced, of the effect of these matters 
in occasioning fever, I may adduce the simi- 
larity of appearances on dissection of those 
who have died from fever, and of those who 
have died from hydrophobia. Every matter 
capable of exciting the nervous system, 
either generally or partially, always _ 
duces a peculiar impression, differing 
that occasioned by any other matter of the 
same class; yet the febrile action of the 
functions, the consequence of their stimulant 
wers, is common tothe whole. Hydropho- 
ia has accordingly appeared occasionally in 
people labouring under other diseases of ex- 
citement and irritation. The assertion, that 
the introduction of natural or morbid poisons 
into the system, produces fever, may ap- 
pear too general, and admit of exceptions ; ail 
of them, however, occasion local inflamma- 
tion when communicated by wound ; and 
when the system is infected, there takes 
place a derangement of the functions that 
more nearly resembles fever than any other 
general malady. I allude to those morbid 
poisons that are commonly held as not oc- 
casioning such effects, but which derange 
the functions by inducing an impression on 
the minute vessels that operates in destroy- 
ing their organisation. My opinion of the 
proximate cause of fever is, that the remote 
cause, as in the present case, (a specific 
communicates a specific impression 
to the brain and nervous system ; that the 
specific poison, independently of its gene- 
ral effects, acts as a stimulant upon those 


organs; that the specific is given, 
either by sympathy the organs of 
respiration, or al through the 
circulation ; that the irregularity which ap- 
pears in the nervous functions in the course 
of the disease, arises from the violence of 
the exciting cause ; hence originates the irre- 
gularity and increased of the cir- 
culating powers ; that, of course, the excite- 
ment wil! appear greatest in the organ most 
immediately and principally affected, viz., 
the brain, or in such viscera as are connect- 
ed with that organ, in health, by sympathy, 
as the stomach, the liver, &c., or in such 
organs as have been previously affected 
with disease. In this , Limagine, that 
vertigo, foul tongue, debrium and inflam- 
mation of the brain, nausea, and affections 
of the stomach and bowels are secondary 
symptoms only, in every case of idiopathe- 
tic fever, and that they depend entirely on 
the primary excitement of the brain itself. 
Upon this view of the nature of fever, in 
applying it to hydrophobia, I should infer, 
that our views in the treatment of that 
dreadful malady should be directed to the 
state of the cerebral functions, considering 
the leading symptom of the disease, the 
horror aque, merely as a sympathetic affec- 
tion, similar, in that respect, to the retch« 
ing and di , common in cases of ordi- 
nary fever, Should it ever be my misfor- 
tune to be called to treat hydrophobia, I 
should, with the above view, inculcate most 
strictly every part of the antiphlogistic re- 
gimen, particularly that of low diet, tran- 
quillity, and exclusion from light. 1 would 
permit of no experiments that might induce 
a spasmodic peroxysm ; whatever might be 
necessary for nourishment or medicine, I 
would convey into the stomach by means 
of an elastic gum catheter, or some other 
contrivance ; f would shave the head, keep 
the bowels open, and avoid, as much as 
possible, every medicine, or any thing else 
of a generally stimulant nature, With 

to bloodletting, I should be guided by cir- 
cumstances, and do so by opening the tem- 
poral artery, or cupping the neck and occi- 
put, bearing always in mind the reciprocal 
energy between the powers of the cerebral 
functions and the force of the circulation 
within the head. Whilst we endeavour to 
lower the action of these vessels by sub- 
tracting a portion of their contents, care 
must be had, that the quantity so withdrawn, 
shall leave the vessels in suflicient tone to 
support a certain degree of nervous energy ; 
for although the excessive action of the 
heart and arteries adds proportionably tu the. 
danger in febrile diseases, we must alwa 
keep in mind, that it is only through 
mederated action of these organs that the 
system recovers its healthy condition. My 
next step in the treatment of bydrophobia 
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. ARRESTING HEMORRHAGE BY TORSION. 


bo the word, bring 
it to a state of au ; by doing so, 
should certainly t, to a certain 


@ counter irritation to that excited in the 
brain, and probably prevent a fresh secre- 
tion of poisonous matter. ‘The use of am- 
monia or lead, as remedies for hydrophobia, 
I should only adopt on finding my pro- 
ceedings, ing to above 
not. likely to succeed, The wound might, 
with propriety, be bathed with solut. cupri 
ammon., liquor ammonix, or potasse. It 
does not fall within my intention, in these 
observations, to make any remarks on the 
different plans of treating hydrophobia that 
are on record, or of the specific remedies 
that have been given to the public for its 
cure ; for, without questioning the existence 
of such remedies, which I see no reason to 
doubt, we have specific remedies against 
other animal poisons, and, eventually, one 
for the cure of hydrophobia may be dis- 
covered; but till that py event takes 
our views are as likely to be success- 

by proceeding in 9 systematic manner, 

as by administering, indiscriminately, the 
first thing that suggests itself, according to 
the appearance of the patient. But impress- 
ed with the opinion, that hydrophobia is 
eccasioned by the power of the peculiar 
poison acting on the brain, and considering 
the great influence of every preparation of 


same reasoning, that remedy bids fuir te be 
of the greatest utility in the protracted stage 
of typhus, and other severe cases of hydro- 


phetic fever. 
Mer, Aug. 28, 1829, 
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RABIES IN ANIMALS. 


A conresPonpenT, under the signature 
of J. B., objects to the proofs adduced by 
Chirargus, page 652, with regard to con- 
sumption of feces by animals, as a charac- 
teristic of rabies. He adds the following 
observations on hydrophobia and madness :— 

inking water is now no criterion by 
which we can judge of the existence or nou- 
existence of rabies; the name of hydro- 
phobia, formerly given to this disease, is 
now universally allowed to be incorrect, 
there being no dread of water itself, but of 
the horrible spasms which the attempt to 
swallow liquids induces. Even this is not 
so constant an attendant of the disease as it 
was formerly supposed to be; there are 
many well-marked cases of rabies, without 
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either a horror of fluids, or diffieulty 
swallowing. The true characteristic 

rabies, (that, at least, which is considered to 
be such by those who have paid the greatest 
attention to canine pathology,) is an inflam- 
matory appearance of the mucous lining of 
the stomach and larynx, generally, in both, 
in a circumscribed patch; and ough, im 
the case related by Chirurgus, the inflamma- 
tion does not appear to have been cir- 
cumscribed, yet Chirurgus says, there was 
a preternatural redness of the mucous lining 
of the stomach, as well as the esophagus, 
which is rather confirmatory, than otherwise, 
of the opinion that the dog was rabid. With 
regard to the appearances in the head, the 
brain was formerly supposed to be the prin- 
cipal seat of disease in rabies, but in num- 
berless instances no visible affection of the 
brain having been discovered, disease there 
is not now considered essential to rabies; _ 
the inflammatory spot in the stomach and 
larynx is thought so conclusive, as to render 
an examination of the brain unnecessary ; 
and, consequently, when the dissection is 
merely to establish the fact of the disease 
being rabies, it is frequently omitted; but 
stili, as inflammation of the brain may 
doubtlessly coexist with the true character- 
istics of rabies, the appearance of effusion 
and turgidity of the vessels in the present 
case, con ausely be no pane of the dog net 
being rabid. 


PAILURE OF AN ATTEMPT TO ARREST HE- 
MORRHAGE BY TORSION OF THE VESSEL. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Sin,—Having read in No. 311 of Tur 
Lancet, an account of M, Amussat’s new 
Operation for arresting hemorrhage by tor- 
sion, 1 was induced to try the experiment 
on a spaniel dog, and am so say, it did 
not coincide with those of M. Amussat. 
Having laid bare the femoral artery of the 
dog, 1 made an incision through it, end 
taking up the end nearest to the heart, I 
twisted it according to the mode proposed 
by M. Amussat. The hemorrhage appeared 
to be perfectly arrested for the space of a 
minute, when, upon the animal making a 
slight exertion, the bleeding burst out as 
freshly as if nothing had been done to arrest 
it; IL then tried the experiment upon the 
other leg of the animal with a similar result. 
From this I should conclude, that it would 
be very dangerous to trust to this mode of 
arresting hemorrhage from large arteries, 
in consequence of the velocity with which 
the blood is propelled through them. Hop- 
ing some of your able physiological corre- 


spondents will fully investigate the subject, 


| = | 
4) 
zinc and copper, in curing diseases 7 4 
from irregularity in the functions of that a 
organ, I should. certainly have recourse to —_—_ ' 
the most powerful of that class of remedies, y 
symptom, depending on an increased circu- a 
lation, had begun to abate; and, by the —_— A 
J 
| 


and send you the result of their experiments, 
I remain, Sir, your constant reader and 
admirer, 


Tyro. 


Aug. Sist, 1829, 


PUERPERAL INFLAMMATION OF THE WOMB. 


Inrtammation of the uterus, it is well 
known, may occur either when the organ is 
in an unimpregnated state, or, in its puer- 
peral condition ; the intensity of the disease 
in each case varying according to circum- 
stances. As a general rule, however, the 
inflammation which attacks the womb after 
child-birth, is the most acute and formidable, 
requiring for its treatment prompt and deci- 
sive antipblogistic means, whilst the disease 
which affects the uterus in its simple state, 
is of a more chronic nature, and is removed 
by comparatively less active treatment. 
We believe there is no practical man who 
will not concur in this opinion; it is, 
therefore, somewhat strange, that Mason 
Good* should state in an unqualified manner, 
that in puerperal inflammation of the womb, 
the symptoms are less acute than in simple 
inflammation, and that “ bleeding is to be 
avoided.” These reflections suggested them- 
selves to us on perusing the subjoined details 
of two cases of hysteritis puerperalis, in the 
present number of the Medical and Physical 
Journal, communicated to that publication 
by Mr, Paxton, of Oxford. 

“ Mrs, B., etat. 28 years, of a florid com- 
plexion and sanguineous temperament, had 
been married ten years, but had never been 


pregnant till the present year. The usual 
time of utero-gestation was passed without 
any troublesome sickness, or derangement 
of health. On the 21st of November, 1828, 
labour commenced ; the process went on 
favourably and naturally, and at the end of 
four or five hours Mrs. B. gave birth to a 
well-formed female child. The placenta 
was expelled, with verv little assistance, 
in a quarter of an hour afterwards. Quiet- 
ness and composure were enjoined ; but the 
injunction was not complied with ; for the 
gratification of having become a mother after 
the lapse of an almost hopeless term of years, 
appeared to give rise to an excitation too 
for the due exercise of the vital 

ions. In half an hour distressing symp- 
toms of hysteria came on, as screaming, 


* Study of Medicine, vol. ii. p, 490. 
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sense of suffocation, pale cadaverous coun> 

tenance, clammy sweats, and coldness of 

the extremities. On examination, there was 

found considerable uterine di , anda 

great sense of exhaustion followed.—Wine 

and water was given, and ammonia with 60 
of laudaoum. 

22d. The patient had a quiet night ; 
this morning she complains of 
loins, and tenderness t the 
region. Passes water frequently, but ia 
small quantities, and there is a very consi- 
derable lochial discharge. Pulse 125; 
tongue dry; thirst; surface hot and dry, 
and > seer Calomel, gr. viij. statim, 
et haust. salin. quartis horis, 

23d. Had copious alvine evacuations ; less 
pain, some sleep; pulse 120. Pergat in usa 
medicamen. prescript. sine calomelane. 

24th. Complains of headach; has had 
chills, alternating with flushings of heat ; 
acute and permanent pain in the same situ- 
ation as above described. When pressure 
is made, there is extreme tenderness of the 
abdomen, but no tension ; there are also 
wandering pains over the whole body. 
Uterine hemorrhage continues. 

25th. Haust. inf. rose cum magn. sulph, 
>i. quartis horis, There is some t 
of the former sym a coagula 
were expelled from the vagina during the 
night. Haust, infus. rose cum acid, sulph. 
dil. quartis horis, J. ricini 5vi. statim. 

28th. Upto this period no material change 
has occurred, The pulse is small and fre- 
quent; tongue covered with a light brown 
fur on the back of it; tem ture of the 
skin beyond the natural stan : 
desire to void the urine, which is scanty, 
deep coloured, and turbid. Lochial dis- 
charge continues in considerable quantity. 
No milk has been secreted. Complexion 
sallow. On some occasion the patient was 
removed from her bed, when syncope and 
clammy perspiration alarmed her attendants. 
She has no appetite, bat is thirsty. There is 
some degree of fulness and uneasiness in the 
abdomen, but not amounting to pain, unless 
pressure is made with the hand, which dis- 
covers the uterus to be thrice its unimpreg- 
nated size. Emp. canth. supra regionem 
hypogast. applicandum. Pergat in usu me- 
dicamen. 

December 3d. Some relief was procured : 
the pains were very much diminished, and, 
on the whole, it may be said, that the train 
of unpleasant symptoms and constitutional 
disturbance is subsiding. Pulse 105 ; some- 
times small doses of ammon. subcarb. were 
exhibited ; at others, effervescing medicine 
and occasional doses of ol. ricini. 

This state of things continued with little 
variation till the 8th, when marked rigours, 
sweats, and diarrhea, suddenly, and cer- 
tainly unexpectedly, supervened. Wine 
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and opiate confection 

but the following morning (the 9th,) respi- 
ration became laborious, the sight dim, mind 
wandering, pulse | tible ; 


P 3 pro- 
per iquative perepirations bedewed the 1 


» and in the night the patient expired. 

i cadaveris-The body on 
mined about twelve hours afterwards, in 
the of Dr. Kidd. The liver, sto- 
» and intestines, exhibited no morbid 
affection of any kind. There was no effusion 
or unhealthy a e of the peritoneum. 
The disease was found to be limited to the 
uterus: this organ was five inches in diame- 
ter; its peritoneal covering had some slight 
pencilling of vascularity; but its internal 
structure had undergone very extensive 
- The whole inner surface was of a 

dark crimson and livid hue; the cervix was 
com gangrenous, and gave forth a 


the 24th of May, 1829, on which day Mrs. H. 
fell in labour with her second child. A mid- 
wife attended her for fourteen hours; the 
membranes were ruptured, and very consi- 
derable hemorrhage took oe producing 
faintness. A medical gentleman (Mr. 
omer) was therefore called in, who, very 
properly, oe an opposite 
plan to that which been hitherto pur- 
sued. Instead of warm stimulants, with 
which she had been plentifully supplied, he 
ordered cold liquids, and sulphuric acid with 
infusion of roses. This succeeded in sup- 
pressing the hemorrhage. The pains were 


gina. Mr, Tomes then req 
tendance. I advised the extremity to be 
replaced, and the child to be turned ; but, 
from the rigidity of the uterus, its powerful 
contraction, and from the large size of the 
child, there was a delay of several hours be- 
fore this object could be accomplished. The 
feet were at length brought down, and the 
body and head were then delivered without 


* Burns states, that ‘‘ mortification is an 
extremely rare termination.” Dr. Ley, 
(Medical Transactions of the College, vol, v. 
art. 20,) in describing the appearances ob- 
served in @ fatal case of inflammation of the 
womb, says, that ‘‘ no appearance of mu- 
cous membrane remained ; the whole sur- 
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were administered ; ‘difficulty. The placenta was not long de- 


tained. A sense of excessive fatigue and 
faint immediately succeeded, and a re- 
— of hemorrhage. Took tr. opii, 
xl, 

25th. The patient was restless, sigh- 
ing, and experienced pot pl in the back 
and hypogastric region, Pulse 140; calo- 
mel, gr. x.; opii, gr. ij. statim. Haust 
effervescens quartis horis. 

26th. More comfortable ; pulse 110 ; but 
in the evening, chills and cold perspirations 
were frequent, and the pain increased. Ca- 
lomel, gr. viij. ; opii, gr. ij.statim, Pergat 
in usu haust. 

27th. The patient feels less pain, and has 
had some sleep. Pergat. 

28th. Passed a restless night, and the pai 

has returned with greater violence. T 
is a sense of exhaustion, fainting, anxiety, 
and general uneasiness: in particular, pain 
over the uterus, which was increased on the 
most moderate pressure; but there is no 
abdominal tension. Lochial discharge in 
considerable quantity. Applicentur biru- 
dines xx. 
Somewhat relieved ; but the circumscribed 
swelling and tenderness at the lower part of 
the abdomen continue, and in the evening 
complained of great pain and tenderness 
about the os uteri, rigours or heats, depres- 
sion of spirits, and general uneasiness. 
V.S. ad §xxiv. Haust. efferves. cum ant. 
tart. gr. } tertiis horis. 

The blood drawn exhibited marks of in- 
flammation. The pain and sensibility, how- 
ever, was much diminished, and from this 
time there may be stated to have been a rapid 
amendment until the 6th of June, when a 
slight attack of phlegmasia dolens super- 
vened, and protracted the cure for three 
weeks longer; since which the patient has 
been free from complaints, and, indeed, 
about her domestic occupations. 

The reflections I make on a comparison of 
these cases are, 

ist, That copious depletion is the most 
powerful means of subduing inflammatory 
action of the uterus. 

2d. Thatuterine discharges have no effect 
in relieving that organ, when suffering under 
inflammation. 

3d. That neither the faintness experienced 
by the patient, nor even uterine hemor- 
rhage, or weakness of the pulse, should have 


face had assumed a gangrenous appearance, 


any weight on the mind of the practitioner, 


was extremely irregular, and of dark livid or | so as to prevent his carrying local or general 
greenish hue, and these appearances were | bloodletting to its requisite extent: for if 
accompanied with considerable feetor.”” Sub- there is fever, with constant uterine and 
sequently, however, he states, that he was general pain, this is the true criterion for 
not convinced gangrene had absolutely oc- | forming a judgment of the propriety of the 
curred, and refers the phenomena observed | measure, and not any other consideration 
** to the effusion and putrefaction of lymph , whatever. 
and of blood in its aggregate state, effused 

upon the surface of the uterus.”—Ep. L, 


la 
ghly offensive vapour. | 
. Cast 2—The second case occurred on | ; 
| 
trifling. On examination, the hand of the . 
child was found to have fallen into the va- 4 
| | 
| 4 
| 
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PUSTULE. 


The following observations by Mr.Gronor part. Morgagni had seen them 
Oaxxey Hemine, surgeon, of Kentishtown, the back 


are algo published in the same journal. 
Tr has ap 


ON THE PRECISE SEAT OF THE SMALL-POX 


to me that a distinction | inquiry, 


Beclard, di 
the pustule of variola|istence. Lastly, Chevelier seys, that they 
the vesicle of varicella, by observing the | exist in every part of the cutaneous texture 
affecti and the “en 


distinct seat of these ions. From an 


I think [ have ascertained that the former 
has its seat in the sebaceous glands and 
mucous follicles, whilst the latter seems to 
be merely subcuticular in general. The 
_ exact seat of the variolous pustule seems to 
be determined by observing the textures 
most apt to be affected by it, and the tex- 
tures excluded from it; the form of the 
pustule itself, its difference from that of the 
vesicle of varicella, and its similarity to that 
pA some — affections of the sebaceous 
still more direct proof of this 
point flows from minutely observing the 
anatomy of the sebaceous glands and mu- 
cous and tracing that of the vario- 
ert prectical ad of the 
i vantages inquiry 
consist in its affording a source of diagnosis, 
and in its tendency, in this manner, to set- 
tle some disputes which still divide the 
‘medical 
to decide upon the real value of vaccination. 
It may be observed, that the variolous pus- 
tule ia confined to the skin and mucous 
membranes. After much diligent search, I 


detect any appearance of variolous pustule, 
or difference from that of common inflam- 


mation. Then the ciroular, flat, and in- 
dented form of the variolous pustule differs 
widely from the hemispherical form of the 


vesicle of varicella: it is observed, too, 
from the hardness felt on an early examina- 
tion, that deeper seated parts are affected in 
the former than in the letter disease. Before 
1 , I would observe that, although 
Thave spoken of the variolous pustule as 
affecting the follicles of the mucous mem- 
brane, such pustules are never perfect, the 

ce of a cuticle being required to form 
the perfect pustule. ‘he variolous affec- 
tion of the mucous membrane assumes, first, 
the form of an inflamed point, then becomes 
an ulcer, and then passes into a state re- 
sembling that in aphthe. Wrisberg, Con- 
tumnius, and others, may therefore well have 


ae whether the perfect pustule of va- | one form is 


existed internally. 
It is well known that the variolous pus- 


, and to enable us better | i 


have never been able to detect any thing at; Whether 


d with considerable care, | preparations in the Museum of the 


in the ese and chia of the iafeat. He con- 
tends that there are two sets of these glands, 
one more superficial than the other. 

The variolous affection is to be seen in 
some part of the track of the mucous mem> 
brane, in almost every case of the disease, 
but in no single case in great number. 
is equally true, that the 

the whole of — 


ist 


portion of it where the mucous follicles are 
affected by small-pox as in 
t 


fend to any affection of a serous membrane, 
must repeat, that 


any thin 
of the affection the follicles of the mucous 
membrane, which I have just described. 

The sebaceous glands, as is well known, 


cuticle dips. This organisati 
discerned in the healthy state of the seba- 
ceous glands ; but, when they are diseased, it 


eal 
blance that this diseased state of the seba- 
ceous glands bears to the little tumours 
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g 
# all resembling it in the serous membranes. | 
I do not mean to say that there is, in no} periods of the disease at which the exami- 
case of variola, inflammation of a serous|nation of the mucous membranes takes | 

; membrane, but that I have not been able to| place. It is a curious fact that, throughout 

: | the mucous lining of the bowels, extending 

" | from the stomach to the rectum, there is no 

| are small bodies, whose office is to secrete 

|@ greasy matter, whieh is poured forth by 

4 | their excretory ducts, and distributed over 

| | the skin, and into each of these duets the 

may sometimes be seen even without a lens ; 

| they are very prone to diseases, of which 


ce of 


that, although the indentation of the pus- 
tule of small-pox has generally been con- 
sidered ical writers as one among 
many other circumstances by which we 
may be: enabled to distinguish it from 
chicken-pox, it appears to me that, not 

ing acquainted with the cause of this very 
curious circumstance, they have not attached 
to it theimportance which it seems to demand, 
This indentation in the pustule can only 
depend upon the structure pf the affect- 
ed; it is the natural formation of the cuticle 
at that part which produces the depression 
in its centre. 

Dr. Armstrong seys, ‘ I have never seen 
the central depression absent in small-pox, 
and, what is remarkable, 1 ese never seen 
it present in chicken-pox. y own prac- 
tice confirms this observation ; and [ think 
that most medical men must have observed 
the uniformity of the central de ion in 
small-pox. The inference I would draw is, 
that small-pox, at all times, attacks the same 
structure, At the earliest 
eruption of small-pox, it is generally first 
seen in the ai awk face, where small 
red spots indicate the inflamed state of the 
cutis. On these spots a small, round, 
tumour may be perceived by the touch, be- 
fore it becomes visible. In twenty-four 
hours it is still more distinct ; it gradually 


* Dr. Armstrong is in the habit of show- 
ing, at bis lectures, casts, which well illus- 
trate the central depression.—Ep. L. 
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found in the early stage of small-pox, and | changes its form until the third or fourth 


day, when it is perfectly circular, with 
entation ma ived, resembling, it 
in the skin with the head of a large pin.” 
The vesicle is then about the eighth part of 
en inch in diameter ; it is of a cellular struc- 


ture, and filled with lymph, somewbat tur- 
bid, and finally t. By the fifth or 
sixth day, its size has to twice 


its former diameter. The central depression 
is commonly evident on the second or third 
day in some of the pocks, where they are 
numerous. Dr. Munro, in his Observations 
on the Small-pox, remarks, that ‘‘ the cen- 
tral clear part of the pimple is evidently 
depressed on the or fifth day; this 
depression is not to be perceived in all the 
pimples in the same light ; but, by turning 
the body, it can be seen in those vesicular 
pimples in which it had not been previously 
pene tible. This fact is generally over- 
ked, and has often led to the denial of the 
existence of the central depression when it 
was present,” 
There may be cases in which the central 
depression is not perceived without much 
ifficulty ; but, if the pustule be carefully 
examined by a microscope, and in a proper 
light, it will be discovered ; it is most ma- 
nifest when the internal fluid is clear, aud is 
essentially different from the depression in 
other eruptions, which exist only after the 
apex is encrusted. As the disease advances, 
a red ring shows itself round the circum- 
ference of the pustule, and becomes wider 
as it increases in size. There is a remark- 
able appearance of the pustule on the sixth 
or seventh day, which was pointed out to 
me by Dr. Marshal] Hall: there is an ex- 
ting of rose colour, in which is an- 
other ring of white, evidently rendered so by 
the colour of the contained fluid; within 
this is a third ring, which is red, and has 
an appearance as if the surface of the pus- 
tule was in contact with the flesh beneath ; 
and in the middle of this there is a portion 
which again looks white, but is dull and 
cloudy ; these appearances I have constantly 
observed about the sixth or seventh day. 
After the seventh or eighth day, the mire 
loses its indented character, and 
nearly spherical. If it be opened, it will 
be found to contain pus; and not only the 
small sebaceous gland, which was at first 
merely inflamed and enlarged, has become 


hard | disorganised, but all these small glands, 


within the circumference of the pustule, 
af i isation, and a 
slough is formed neaily of the size of the 
base of the pustule. A portion of coagula- 
ble lymph is thrown out around the slough, 
and this | am inclined to think is what Mr. 
Cruikshank supposed so be a membrane 


the striking similitude to a l-pox pustule 
a at a more advanced gone, when an her- 
petic eruption about chin extends over 
an enlarged sebaceous gland, conjoined to ; 
other cireumstances, which first led me to i 
suppose that the sebaceous glands and mu- ; 
cous follicles were the parts affected by : 
variola, Sir A. Cooper remerks, that some ’ 
tumours arise from an. enlargement of the } 
sebaceous cysts, in consequence of their 
orifices being obstructed ; and he observes, WW 
that “ within the cyst there is lining of | 
cuticle, which adheres to its interior, and | 
several desquamations of the same sub- | a 
stance are found within the first lining.” | 
T am now attending @ young woman who bas | 7 
are so much enlarged that I can pass into | 
them a bristle. 1 applied a blister, and, by | eH 
this means removing the cuticle, had a 
drawing taken of the part, in which this; 4 
fact is illustrated, The sebaceous glands| ¥ 
and mucous follicles bear the strictest ana- % 
logy to each other, both in their structure 
and functions, and consequently are apt to 
be affected by the same diseases. ‘ 
I now proceed to give an account of the 
appearances of the perfect variolous pustule: | 
I would first observe, most particularly, 
j 
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of small-pox. 


Mr. Cruikshank describes this vascular, 


conspicuous than in most 

of the body. In order to inves- 
, it should 
eruption, 


situated between the rete mucosum and!there are more 
cutis, and which he has called the membrane | other parts 
tigate it to the greatest advan 


be done at an early period of 


membrane as situated between the rete mu- and before the disorganisation of the parts 


cosum and cutis, and which he had injected 


in the skin of persons who had died of the If 


takes place. 


have succeeded in showing thet 


small-pox. During the summer months he variola and varicella always attack different 


, in water, pieces of small-pox 
skin, which had been kept for some time in| 
spirits, and he says ‘the cuticle and rete 
mucosum were turned down, and, upon the 
eighth or ninth day, I found I could separate 
a vascular membrane from the cutis.’’ There 
is little doubt but this was the vascular net- 
work described by Bichat, which Mr. Cruik- 
shank had injected, and, in consequence of 
the effusion of lymph which I have pre- 
viously described, he was enabled to sepa- 
rate it in the form of a membrane. 

From the back of a patient who died of 
the small-pox, I removed a portion of skin 
covered with pustules, which I macerated in 
water eight or ten deys. I succeeded in 
removing the cuticle from the pustules; 
these still retaining their form, and being 
covered by another membrane. But, in the 
present doubtful state of our knowledge as 
to the existence of the rete mucosum in the 
white races, I found some difficulty in decid- 

whether this was the rete mucosum, or 

a layer of coagulable lymph effused at 

an early period of the formation of the pus- 

tule, and subsequently raised with the cuti- 

cle by the pus contained in the pustule. 
Dr. Armstrong has this preparation. 

oan Cruikshank found, that in the centre 

the pustule of small-pox, there was a 
white 
and this Mr. Hunter said was a slough 
formed by the variolous inflammation. He 
thought it was always to be found in this 
disease, and that it was a circumstance by 
which it might be distinguished. In most 
cases it does exist, but | believe there are 
some exceptions. Upon this subject, how- 
ever, I cannot speak decidedly, as I have 
never had an opportunity of minutely exa- 
mining that kind of pustule. The cases to 


| structures, I shall have established a fact 


which will be useful in any further inves- 
tigation of this subject. If the seat of the 
small-pox be ascertained to be the sebaceous 
glands and mucous follicles, something not 
immaterial is added to our knowledge of the 
disease : there is a foundation laid for future 


ulry. 
There are many other points of difference 
between the variolous and varicellous affec- 
tions, which are known to those who have 
considered this subject, and must not be 
overlooked ; but 1 have been rather desirous 
to draw the attention to those differences 
which prove that the two diseases attack 
athe of the affected 
minute anatomy parts 
has been so neglected, that our knowledge 
of the progress of the variolous pustule is 
but imperfect; and this is a result of the 
importance of that knowledge not being 
thoroughly understood. ‘The varicellous ve- 
sicle is hemispherical and inelastic; it is 
easily broken, and being once opened it 
empties itself entirely, and never fills again, 
The variolous pustule is circular and elastic, 
and if an opening be made into it and some 
matter taken from it, the pustule will never- 
theless soon be distended as fully as before ; 
and this is evidently a consequence of its 


, which he could not inject ;} cellular structure. 


MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL AND LONDON UNI- 
VERSITY. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 
Str,—I read with much 


which I allude are those of modified small- | leading article on hospital fees, and talons 
pox, particularly as occurring after vaccina-|orbitant price pupils are made to for 
tion, Here we have an inflammation of a|‘* walking the hospitals,” (there could not 
more moderate kind, and partaking more of| have been chosen a better name for it,) at 
the adhesive character. Lymph is poured | few of which places are clinical lectures ever 


out, which gives a peculiar hardness to the 


delivered, I sincerely hope that your efforts 


ule, and, as the eruption subsides, a| may prove successful in restraining the pick- 


small tubercle is left. The lymph, however, 


is again absorbed, and the hardness and }deeply rooted for even your 


pocket system; but, alas, I fear it is too 
to up- 


swelling are gradually removed. If these | set it. 


were examined at any period, | do 
not think the slough would be found. 


It rs from a pos just issued 
by the University of London, dhet its me- 


The parts around the nipple, particularly | dical officers have determined it shall not 
in the female, seem so afford the best place be said that their pupils do not enjoy that 


for the examination of the structure of the | best mode of instruction, clini 


ical lectures ; 


small-pox pustule, as the sebaceous glands | and, accordingly, there is the following, at 


I 
4 
q ust 
i— 
| 


Be. 


e 11 of the prospectus: ‘‘ Surgery 
(Professor Bell,) fee, 51. ; 
clinical icine, (Dr. Watson,) fee, 4/.” 
At pages 12 and 13 is the following, on the 
subject of hospital practice: ‘* ‘ihe usual 
terms of admission to the Middlesex Hos- 
pital are—Physician’s il, six months, 
101, 10s. ; twelve mon 151. 158.5; per- 
petual, 22/. 1s.” &c, 

“« The pupils of the University are to be 
admitted to the benefit of attendance at the 
Middlesex Hospital for the following fees :— 
Medical Practice: Academical session of 
nine months, 12/, 12s.; but no certificate is 

without ing the attendance 
of the year, and PAYING UP THE PEE OF 
214”"!! &c. Surgical practice the same. 

I had-hoped that the University was esta- 
blished to benefit the student, not to rob him; 
but from the above*, every one must see 
that it will grind him more even than Bartho- 
lomew’s or Guy's ; for at the latter hospitals 
they do not make him pay for a longer time 
than he chooses to enter for, and this is 
called benefiting the pupil, and is held out 
as an inducement to him to study there; a 
great benefit, truly, to be obliged to walk 
round the wards of the Middlesex three 
months longer than is required by the wor- 
shipful rhubarb vendors, and a still greater 
benefit to pay 21/. for it. Lam, Sir, your 
humble servant and admirer, 

Aw Inrenpep Purit or Lonpon 
Univensity. 


London, 29th Aug. 1829. 


8ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S SCHOOL, 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 

Sir, —Being an old pupil of St. Bartholo- 
mew’s, and possessing, as I do, the greatest! 
veneration for it, I very naturally feel anx- 
ious to render even the most trifling assist- 
ance to enable it to keep up its reputation 
as the first school of anatomy in the metro- 

is, and to recommend any young men 
with whom I may be acquainted, to finish 
their professional education there, consider- 
ing it, as I do, to possess greater advantages, 
a as being withal a more extensive field 
for acquiring a perfect knowledge of their 
profession, than avy other with which I am 
acquainted. But lately several of my young 
friends have shown a much greater prefer- 
ence to the Borough schools, where they 
say they obtain an equal fund of information, 
and, in addition, the great convenience and 
advantage of a well-selected library and 
reading room, where, by the payment of a 
guinea, or some such trifling sum, they can 


* Our correspondent is in error; it is the 
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and | at all times gain access, and spend the time 


that intervenes between the lectures, when 
they are not engaged in dissecting. It is 
true there is a library at St. ‘ 
but it is only open at stated periods, (if m 
memory serves me rightly, once a week, 
and it does not afford a room for the pupils 
to read in, which is the great cause of their 
complaint, many hours must necessarily oc« 
cur during the winter session, when they 
are not engaged in dissecting ; and then, on 
a cold day, if their lodgings are not very 
near, they make their way, perhaps, to the 
nearest pot-house or billiard-room, and there 
eke out their time, and for this very obvious 
reason, that they have no room to sit in. 
Surely the immense sum paid yearly by the 
pupils for anatomical lectures and demon- 
strations, ought to furnish such a 
convenience as this; and, when once esta- 
blished, how easily would it be kept up by 
the payment of a guinea from each pupil, 
which would ensure him the “ entrée” as 
long as he remained at the hospital. I am 
confident there would be no difficulty in 
finding members. But let me refrain trom 
dictating to medical teachers, who, I trust, 
have their own interest, their pupils, and 
that of the school more at heart, than to 
allow such a circumstance as | have men- 
tioned to be the cause of their losing a 
single pupil in the course of the year; for 
what I have stated I again repeat—that seve- 
ral young men have entered to the Borough 
schools for this very reason. It is a griev- 
ance which requires alteration, and the re- 
medy is a most easy one. I hope, therefore, 
for the sake of St. Bartholomew's, that this 
suggestion will not pass unnoticed. Iam, 
Sir, your obedient servant, 

A Looxer-on. 

September ist, 1829. 


ANDERSONIAN UNIVERSITY, GLASGOW. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir,—The interest which you take in 
every thing connected with medicine, and 
more especially in that which concerns the 
improvement of the student, induces me to 
suppose, that you will not be unwilling to 
allow the following remarks on the Ander- 
sonien University of Glasgow a place in your 
invaluable journal. 

This university was, you are probably 
aware, founded by the late Professor An- 
derson ; but, till last winter, its importance 
as a place of medical education may be said 
to have been trifling. During the summer, 
however, of 1828, a new suite of class- 
rooms were erected in George’s street, and 
on the 4th of the following November, its 
era as a medical school may be said to have 
begun, Dr, Ure, on whose fitness for the 


** regulation” of the hospital, and not of the 
university. —Eb. L. 
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tage, however, and the mean artifices of its 
elder sister, the University of Glasgow, at 
this critical moment, in electing Mr. Mack- 
enzie to lecture on diseases of the eye, its 
success may be said to be decided. This 
gentleman had been advertised for materia 
medica; but it was whispered, (with what 
trath I do not know,) that the professors, 
viewin a their young rival with no small de- 
gree of jealousy, determined on detaching 
one man, at least, of formidable talents, 
from the ranks of their adversary. Mr. 
Mackenzie fell into the snare, but has, I 
should presume, but small reason to con- 
gratulate himself on their kindness, unless a 
class-room, with considerably more benches 
than students, can form a subject of self- 
congratulation ; with the additional morti- 
fication of being sensible, that he is deliver- 
ing a course of lectures, which, in elegance 
and practical utility, may probably have 
been equalled, but never was surpassed. 
Dr. A, Buchanan was immediately elected 
to the vacancy, but he wisely resolved on 
taking six months previous preparation be- 
fore he began his lectures. ‘This arrange- 
ment pleased every one, and even Dr. Mil- 
lar, I ’ for once to grin at 
his colleagues in the University; since it 
reduced the student to the necessity of either 
wanting materia medica altogether, or of 
presenting the worthy veteran with the sum 
of three guineas, 

I have been almost led away by these 
remarks, from the rest of the is per- 
sone. Dr. Hunter lectured on and 
surgery ; and, ia addition to atask which you 
are well aware is fully more than sufficient 
for any one man to discharge, he likewise 
undertook to give the demonstrations. What 
happened may be easily conceived. His 
lectures on anatomy were, as usual, just 
what they ought to be; but in giving the 
surgical lectures, the demonstrative were 
sufferers to no inconsiderable degree, and 
in attempting the demonstrative, the surgi- 
cal were mutilated in their turn. He has 
fortunately become convinced of his folly, 
and relinquished the idea of again troubling 
himself with surgery. A new vacancy, of 
course, arose, for which Mr. Candlish and 
Dr. Auchiacloss offered themselves as can- 


fortunately elected 
by a considerable majority. I say, fortu- 
nately, because Dr. Auchincloss do 4 
I conceive, possess one single qualification 
for a lecturer. Of Mr, Candlish, very high 
expectations are entertained, and his talents 
and acquirements render him eminently qua- 
lified for the situation. Midwifery and me- 
dical jurisprudence are entrusted to Dr. 
Armour, who is decidedly the best lecturer 
of the whole. Nothing can be conceived 
more simple and unaffected, and, at the same 
time, more truly elegant than his lectures. 
Those on the th and practice of physic 
are given by Dr. Havnay. Of this gentle- 


man it is exceedingly difficult to give any 


pound of good and bad it is possi ima- 
gine: they are a mixture of all things, and 
afford a melancholy instance of a mass 
valuable information being rendered almost 
totally useless, by want of method and ar- 


rangement. His lectures themselves are 
| tolerably well written, but at every second 
or third line his manuscript is neglected, and 
| some observation or other is thrust upon the 
‘attention of the student, which has not the 
, advantage of being always quite &-propos to 

the subject. If Dr. Hanvay could only 
‘overcome this habit, we can assure him, that 
not only would his lectures be better attend- 
ed, but they would become of extreme utility 
to the student. 

I have thus gone over the medical depart- 
ment of the University, but I may also men- 
tion, that lectures on natural history are to 
be given by Dr. Scruler, The managers 
have also advertised for a professor of vete- 
rinary surgery, but no one is, as yet, I be- 
lieve, appointed to fill the situation. It was 
also at one time contemplated to establish a 
dispensary for the benefit of the pupils. 
This was originally proposed to the profes. 
sors by your correspondent Mr. Carter; 
and, for a time, there seemed every appeor- 
ance of the idea being speedily carried into 
effect. It was even advertised, but some of 
the surgeons in the town having, it was 
said, disapproved of the design, the contem- 
plated improvement was, like many others, 
| abandon This determination astonished 
not a few, It would have added much to 
the value of the University, for the profes- 
sors would thus have brought their pupils 
under their own immediate observation, in 
actual practice, and have had an opporta. 
nity of realising their descriptions of ideal 
disease ; which, from the state of clinical 
instruction in the Royal Infirmary, would 
have been of immense importance to the 
student. 

Ihave thus thrown a few remarks toge- 
ther, but before closing my letter, I cannot 
help alluding to the dissecting-room. Things 
are here in a deplorable state ; not that there 


730 
office, any eulogium would, of course, be 
superfluous, begen the lectures on | 
mistry ; but, 1 am sorry to say, that the | 
students who attended him were any ting 
but satisfied with his instructions. His at- 
tendance was irregular, nor did he seem to 
dwell on the subjects of his course with his | 
usual animation and attention. This con-| 
duct was the subject of much regret to the | 
° friends of the oe for they were well | 
aware, on the result of its first campaign, | 
its ultimate success in a great measure de- | 
pended. Notwithstanding this disadvan- 
| 
a 
i 
i 
i 
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j for these, during | times its natural size, that the student could 


t winter, were more 


the demand: it is of the|in this 


this precious material that I 

The student, unless ad- 

vanced, may be said to derive small, if any, 
benefit, from the additional expense he in- 
curs for dissections, by the miserable way 
in which the subjects are almost uniformly 
injected, and there being seldom any one 
present to superintend his proceedings. It 
is to be hoped Dr. Hunter will attend to 
this hint. 1 am, Sir, your most obedient 


A or rue Anpersontan 
University. 


Glasgow, Aug. Si, 1829, 


ROYAL INFIRMARY, EDINBURGH, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Str,—Permit me through the medium of 
your valuable journal to suggest to the sur- 
geons of the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh, 
a few changes in their system of instruction, 
which, if adopted, would tend considerabl 
to promote the student’s advancement, a 
procure for the ope a higher character. 

First, I would ask, what next to a tho- 
rough knowledge of his profession is more 
desirable in a public teacher, than a disposi- 
tion-and willingness to communicate that 
knowledge to the students who look for in- 
struction at his hands?—or what is more 
likely to prevent the acquisition of know- 
ledge on the part of the student, than the 


learn the effects uced by morbid action 
organ. id ever any one think of 
teaching a language by directing the learner's 
attention merely to the cover of the book 
which contains the rudiments of that lan- 
fuse? Why then is it, that at the Royal 
nfirmary, the student’s observation is con- 
fined to the cover of the book of Nature? 
To say more upon this subject is unneces- 
sary. In this Infirmary, the case books are 
inaccessible to nine-tenths of the class, there 
being but one book for each ward, and that 
cen only be referred to at appointed hours, 
and those the most inconvenient to the stu- 
dents generally. This could easily be ob- 
viated, by keeping a book of registry for 
the use of the students, into which all the 
important cases might be copied by the 
elerks from their books. Such book might 
be kept in the clinical lecture-room which is 
unoccupied, except at visiting time and at 
lecture hours. At all other hours the stu- 
dents ought to have access to this book. 

I feel, Mr. Editor, that I have already 
trespassed too much upon your time, but [ 
trust the necessity of this case will be a suf- 
ficient apology to you, who are ever ready 
to promote the student's interest in objects 
of science. I remain, Sir, yours, 

A Constant Reaper, 

Edinburgh, Aug. 24th, 1829, 


REPLY OF MR. VINES TO “ BIG 0.” 


To the Editor of Tuk Laxcet. 
Srr,—Conclading, from the editorial note 


absence of these qualities in his teacher? [/to XX.'s paper, p. 469, that you did not 


would ask the chief surgeon in this institu- 
tion, whether he admits the truth of this, 


wish the “ vital principle” discussion to be 
prolonged, until 1 observed the subject con- 


oposition, or whether he conceives that | tinued in the subsequent Number, 1 omitted 
arsh and repulsive measures, which usually to notice a paper in No. 307 of Tne Lancer, 
check zeal, are more likely to qualify the of an angry and abusive nature, by Mr. 


learner for the practice of that science, of 


Bro O, containing some remarks on my late 


which too intimate a knowledge cannot be | comments, page 459, on Mr. Thomas's pa- 
acquired? 1 can tell this gentleman, that | per on the Organic Materiality of the Mind 
the former course would be best calulated|and Vital Principle. It, commences by 
to secure for him both the respect to which, | casting a slur on my ‘ obscurity.” Now, 
as a man of talent, he may feel entitled, and | Sir, I beg to say that I am not ashamed of 


the esteem of very 


many students, which |my obscurity, as Bic O, from the conceal- 


would be of no little value to the proprietor | ment of his name and address, appears to be 


of a private school. 


of his. This garbling writer had better look 


In the next place I would ask, how is it! at home, 1 think. He extracts the following 


possible for the student to know the altera- 
tions of structure 


from my paper :—* The blood then of ani- 


ed by disease, if he | mals, as well as that of plants, (termed sap, ) 


be not made familiar with them by example ?/ possesses a vital power of forming itself into 
Who that does not think the knowledge of | animal and vegetable bodies, end, at the 
disease may be acquired by intuition, would |same time, of supporting the functions of 
think of depriving the student of the most | the organic textures to which it belongs ;” 
valuable of all instruction? It is not, for|he then calls upon me “ to explain,” and 


instance, by directing his attention only to p 
the external appearances of an excised testi-/abuse, totally beneath my 
hict 


to pen a lot of low, cowardly 
notice. For 


has become from disease sive | Bic U's information, | have now given the 


ty of the Tas 
not, than adequate to 
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foregoing of the same 


to bo lesions, 


in every way; 


ping|deeply and grievously as by permitting 


opinion 
less 


mal and vegetable bodies, 

“* that the blood, or sap, of each, occasion- 
ally forms itself into te portions of 
live animal or vegetable bodies termed seed 
or semen, which, from being possessed of 
similar , rties (though in a less degree) 
to those of the former, through the agents 
which support life, ultimately become per- 
fect animal and vegetable bodies, possess- 
‘ing the same degree of vitality organi- 


sation as those from which they were origi- 
nally produced.”’ 

I still contend that the blood or sap of ani- 
mal and vegetable bodies does possess a 
vital power or property of forming itself into 


separate ions of animal or vegetable 
matter, sieaihe termed seed or semen,) en- 
dowed with vitality; and by the aid of the 
agents which support life, ultimately be- 
comes perfect animal bodies, 
possessing similar vitality and organisation 
to those from which they originated. As 
regards my opinion, that the blood supports 
the functions of the organic textures to 
which it belongs; this is a fact so well 
known, I apprehend, to even a common- 
place physiologist, as not to require even a 
single comment. Should’ my explanation 
not be deemed sufficiently clear to Big O's 
comprehension, I beg leave, Sir, to add, with 
your permission, that I am fully prepared_to 
enter further into, and discuss any o!, the 
opinions | have published, provided my op- 
ponents come fuirly forward and show them. 
selves, and do not sculk behind Big O 
signatures, and under other masks, for to no 
anonymous writer shall I hereafter reply ; 
and as Bic O has condescended to advise 
me in the choice of my publication, I re- 


commend him to return his wit to Grub 
Street, to be again inserted in Joe Mitxer, 
from whence he has borrowed it. 1 remain, 
Sir, your obliged, 

Royal Vet. Coll. Aug. 29, -R. Vines. 


STATE OF THE PROFESSION. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 
Str,—Notwithstanding the boasted zeal 
and superior knowledge of this ‘* incompar- | 
able island,” the medical profession, the 
most important of all professions, is so ne- | 
glected and abused, that the incomes of re- 
gular and qualified men are reduced to no- 
thing; whi 


the laws of their country, or | 


druggists to give advice, both as surgeons 
and apothecaries. I could teil you of 
many infamous abuses by which human li 
is endangered and trified with, but as Tur 
Lancet seems to be the channel from which 
I am likely to obtain the necessary iuforma- 
tion, I shall content myself by requesting 
the favour of you to answer the following 
queries : 

1st. Does any medical act entitle a che- 
mist and druggist to prescribe for patients? 

* If so, what remedy has the apothe- 
cary 
If there is any clause allowing it, then it 
is perfectly useless to pursue an ‘yond 
medical cation ; in some places, the per- 
son is employed in consequence of the fe. 
ness of his charges, however ignorant he 
may be. The druggists proceed upon this 
principle, therefore they succeed to a cer- 
tain extent; the re , well-informed 
medical man must conform to a certain 
etiquette that generally exists amongst 
well-educated respectable practitioners, 
consequently he cannot compete with 
ignorant, uninformed pretenders. I have 
much to state upon the occasion, but shall 
wait your answer, before I can state my 
ideas fully upon this very important subject. 
[ am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Meprcvs. 


Schaw, Cambridgeshire, Aug. 29, 1829. 


STATE OF THE PROFESSION. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Sir,—As a vast number of complaints 
have of late reached you, and have kindly 
been inserted in your very valuable Journal, 
I trust that you will also, if convenient, in- 
sert this. I find that it is useless now to 
become a member of the Surgeons’ College 
or Apothecaries’ Hall; for druggists, or, as 
they call themselves, chemists, are, at the 
present day, openly and fearlessly practising 
as surgeons, extracting teeth, bleeding, &c., 
and as apothecaries, by prescribing, as well 
as dispensing, their own prescriptions, &c. 
Now is not this unjust? One has but to 


| look into your last week’s journal, and under 


the head of ‘* Confessions of a half-ruined 
man,” may be seen the effects of such prac- 
tices well illustrated. 

When I first embarked in the profession, 
two hundred pounds were paid down for my 
apprenticeship, and since that I have been 
at the expense of studying in London for two 
years, at the end of which time I obtained 
my diploma from the Apethecaries’ Hall, I 


graph, 
unfairly selected, at the same time ho 
that, with a little more careful consideration, 
he will be able to comprehend the simple 
: wun of « benighted wanderer in the path- 
a: of physiology. In alluding to ani- 
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am now about to commence practice, and 
with what delightful prospects! I see 
= disgracefully conniving with 

ggists, and druggists themselves acting 
as surgeons and apothecaries; surgeons 
keeping druggists’ shops, and their ignorant 
shopmen (many never having served even 
an apprenticeship) visiting patients. If a 
medical man have more patients than he 
can attend, he ought to get a qualified per- 
son to act forhim. These things are enough 
to make one’s hair stand on end on one’s 
head. Yet the College and Hall quietly 
look on, and shamefully see their members 
thus trodden under foot. What will our 


a member of the legal profession to the office 
in question; and, were it one whose busi- 
ness related merely to matters of form and 
legal technicality, perhaps a lawyer would 
be the most suitable person for holding it ; 
butin the vast majority of cases for inquest, 
under the eye of this functionary, the mat- 
ter to be investigated, is the cause of death, 
where violence, or mysterious deviation 
from the ordinary course of that solemn 
event, is alleged or suspected :-— 

That there was a time when even medical 
knowledge was at a lower ebb, with regard 
to these matters, than it nowis; but in the 
general progress of improvement, great light 
has been thrown upon this most interesting 


profession soon come to? Surely this can- 
not last long. How is it to be ied? 
Certainly only by the interference of the 
legislature. Notice must soon be taken, in 
some way or other, of the great neglect of 
duty in the College and Hall, ere these evils 
will be got rid of. I am, Sir, yours, 
Meopicus, or Dover. 
Dover, Sept. 6th, 1829. 


CORONER OF THE CITY OF LONDON. 


Tothe Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Commons of the City 
of London, in Common Council as- 
sembled : 


Tue Memortat or Jonn Gorpon Suirtn, 
M.D., &c., Professor of Medical Juris- 
prudence in the University of London, 

Sheweth,—That the Cononensuir for the 

City of London and Borough of Southwark 

being vacant, it appears to your Memorialist 

that it would be proper to pause before 
making an appointment to an office from 
which the public ought to derive extensive 
advantage, but which has notoriously fallen 
in estimation, by the manner in which its 
duties have been discharged in the metro- 
polis, as well as in many parts of the king- 
om 

That Memorialist, in advancing this as- 
sertion, disclaims all intention of casting 
invidious or unbecoming reflections, and 
merely repeats an opinion which has been 
often pronounced in the most authoritative 
quarters :— 

That Memorialist has laboured assidu- 
ously, during many years, to draw the at- 
tention of the British nation to the import- 
ance of medical knowledge, on the part of 
those who affect to be the best qualified for 
duties about which they have, in too many 
instances, shown themselves to possess but 
a slender degree of intelligence ; and in the 
attempt to discharge which, they have fre- 
queatly become amenable to the censure of 
their superiors :— 

That it has been generally considered 
proper, if not essential, to elect or appoiut 

No. 315. 


bject ; while medical men have never been 
excluded from the Coronership by daw, and 
in many parts of the kingdom the office is 
actually held by such :— 

Mewmorialist is persuaded, that a man of 
good education and fair abilities, of ordinary 
acuteness and application, even if not of the 
legal profession, could make himself speedily 
acquainted with all requisite forms: whereas, 
to acquire the sci necessary to appre- 
ciate the value of medical testimony, must 
be the study of years, and a study almost, if 
not entirely, exclusive :— 

Meworialist desires to remark, that me- 
dical practitioners (especially in populous 
cities) have various causes for reluctance to 
seek for this appointment; but that, in his 
own case, there is an instance of one who, 
having been long familiar with ordinary me- 
dical duties of every description, has brought 
not merely his own experience, but consi- 
derable and even singular research to bear 
upon the validity and application of medical 
evidence ; and whose especial business it 
will hereafter be (in consequence of the se- 
lection that has fallen upon him to set the 
example of teaching these) to attend to their 
practical illustrations :— 

Memorialist, therefore, conceiving that 
the junction of the Coroner's office with 
that of a Professor of Medical Jurispra- 
dence, would be highly advantageous to the 
public, respectfully proposes to offer him- 
self as a candidate, 

Memorialist refers to certain works, of 
which he is the author, bearing the follow- 
ing titles: ‘* The Principles of Forensic 
Medicine ;” ‘‘ An Analysis of Medical 
Evidence ;” “ The Claims of Forensic Me- 
dicine;” and “* Hints for the Examination 
of Medical Witnesses ;" while he will be 
happy to furnish whatever additional infor- 
mation or assistance may be in his power. 

And Memorialist, &c. 

(Signed) Joun Gorpon Smirn. 

The Memorial, of which the above isa 
copy, was presented and received at the 
Court of Common Council on Wednesday, 
Sept. 9th, and was referred to a Committee, 
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NON-MEDICAL CORONERS. 


THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, September 12, 1829. 


Tue Coroner's Inquest has been deemed 
by the highest legal authorities, one of the 


> noblest and wisest institutions of our fore- 


fathers, But a foreigner, unacquainted with 
English law, would not, we think, be much 
surprised, after what be may have witnessed 
daring the last three or four years, if he 
were told, that the Inquest of the Coroner 
was established for the purpose of stigma- 
tising the characters of the members of the 
medical profession, If modern inquests 
have not been held with this view, they are 
the veriest farces that were ever acted. 
But if, on the other band, they have been 
instituted with this view, the intentions of 
their promoters have been fulfilled to the 
very letter, The neveys and noodles of our 
hospitals occasionally escape. Indeed, the 
knaves and fools of the profession are the 
only individuals whose characters escape 
mutilation in the illiberal atmosphere of the 
inquest room. General practitioners being, 
according to Mr. Broprs and his brother 
Bars, at the tail of the profession, are in- 
variably, of course, objects of suspicion with 
the learned Coroner and his sapient jury, 
But the great men connected with our hos- 
pitals, having been elected to their offices in 
consequence of their exalted professional 
attainments, are objects of respect, and their 
evidence, although, in many instances, given 
with the prevarication and trembling of cul- 
prits, is received with an attention, and 
carries a weight, which but too frequently 
operate to the exclusion of justice in 
weak minds. The significant nod of the 
Coroner, and the servile bow of the jury, 
denote, that whatever has been done by Sir 
A-or Sir B. was ingeniously conceived and 
adroitly executed ; but the moment that a 
general practitioner appears, no matter 
what may be his talents, or how 


great his respectability, his escape, without 


disgrace, becomes a paradox. If, how- 
ever, the surgeon happen to be a fool, and 
string some half-dozen sentences into a re- 
port of the most inconceivable foolery, then, 
perchance, he may obtain a “ vote of 
thanks” from the coroner and jury, for his 
great erudition and skill. But the greater 
the fool, the greater the luck. Would mat- 
ters have remained thus, if the office of co- 
roner had been occupied by gentlemen 
versed in the science of medicine and sur- 
gery? We blame not the present race of 
coroners. The discrepancies in their courts 
are not attributable to their want of ho- 
nesty, but to their want of knowledge. In 
fact, they are not more capable of presiding 
at inquests, than they are of practising as 
physicians and surgeons, Ifa coroner, who 
had been educated as a barrister, were to be 
elevated to the office of judge in the Court 
of King’s Bench, or to the office of Chan- 
cellor, what would be said by the thinking 
part of the public. Would not public de- 
cency be shocked by such a translation? Yet 
nothing is thought of electing pettifogging 
attorneys into the office of coroner, in which 
capacity it is their duty to elucidate the 
intricacies of disease, to expound the pecu- 
liarities of morbid anatomy, the effects of 
pharmaceutical agents and the capital ope- 
rations of surgery ; thus instantaneously con- 
verting them into censors of medical and 
surgical skill, .How preposterous! Who 
values the opinion of a lawyer, in any dis- 
ease, however trifling? But if the malady 
have been one of the severest kind, and bas 
terminated life, in a way inexplicable to the 
relatives, and even to the medical attend- 
ants,—who is the Solomon then consulted to 
explain away all the difficulties? A lawyer, 
in the shape ofa coroner! A man who could 
not apply a plaster to a sore finger, but who 
will explain to you the anatomy and phy- 
siology of the brain, and the surgical treat- 
ment of its various accidents, in three or 
four brief sentences. Here, also, let us hope 
for a speedy and effectual reform. 
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INQUEST ON MRS. PHILLIPS. 


These remarks have been elicited from 
us, On perusing an account of an inquest re- 
cently held at Finchley. The report given 
in the newspapers was evidently written by 
@ person ignorant of medical matters; it 
has, therefore, been necessary to introduce a 
few technical corrections. The profession 
will agree with us in thinking, that the in- 
terrogatories of a medical coroner would 
have gone more nearly to the root of the 
catastrophe, than the questions of the pre- 
siding officer on this occasion. A medical 
coroner, we hesitate not to say, would have 
fixed the brand in its proper place, and left 
not slander to dally with suspicion and 
character. 

There are many facts connected ‘with this 
extraordinary transaction, which, in justice 
to all parties, must yet see the light, These 
we shall communicate in our next Number. 
Meanwhile, it is almost unnecessary for us 
to say, that if any person entertain a doubt 
of the skill and attention of Dr. Tweedie, or 
Mr. Snow’s assistant, the facts already in 
our possession, are amply sufficient to re- 
move it. Of Dr. Tweedie’s character as a 
scientific physician, nothing need be said by 
way of vindication ; and from what we have 
repeatedly heard of the talents and integrity 
of Mr. Snow, we are certain that he is one 
of the last men in the world, to retain in his 
establishment an incompetent assistant. 


INQUEST ON THE BODY OF MRS, CHARLOTTE 
PHILLIPS. 
iry excited the utmost interest. 
jury were 
ev 
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Mr. Henry Phillips, the husband of the 
was first sworn. I am a sur- 


r, ana reside at Finch’ 
to the 
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the day, she sent a young female, who was 
in the house making dresses for her, for Mr. 
Snow to attend; that gentleman being in 
Hertfordshire, Dr. Tweedie attended for 
him, and called to see my wife; the result 
of his visit was, that two pills, a draught, 
and a box of ointment, were sent to her, (the 
latter was subsequently ascertained to have 
been left in mistake, although used by Mra 
Phillips) ; the direction was “ The pilla 
to be taken at bed-time, and the draught in 
the morning.” The orders were strictly ad- 
hered to by my wife; on Wednesday a mix- 
ture was sent, directing that three table- 
spoonsful were to be taken three times a 
day. On Thursday, Dr. Tweedie called 
again, and on questioning Mrs. Phillips, 
said he would alter the medicine; in the 
evening another mixture came, with the same 
direction, viz. three table spoonsful to be 
taken three times a-day. On Friday morn- 
ing I left home early, having business to 
transact at Barnet ; at this time, my lament- 
ed wife appeared quite well, and rose be- 
tween seven and eight o'clock, On my re- 
turn, about eleven o'clock at night, I was 
informed by my brother and sister-in-law, 
who were continuing in the house, that Mrs. 
Phillips had been very unwell, and had re- 
tired to her chamber some time, being so 
very much oppressed with drowsiness. [ 
understood, at this time, that Mr. Hammond, 
a surgeon, residing at Whetstone, had been 
sent for; but, being from home, his assist- 
ant came, who, on seeing Mrs. Phillips, 
said that the drowsiness was produced by 
the mixture she bad taken, and that she 
would be better in the morning, if she was 
not disturbed. In consequence of this, I 
felt more composed, and went to bed, at 
which time my wife appeared in a sound 
sleep ; I did not disturb her. On awakeni 
in the morning, I laid hold of her hand 
said, ‘‘ Charlotte, how do you feel your- 
self?” No reply was made. On looking in 
her face, I was amazed and shocked at Sis. 
covering her apparently a corpse: I in- 
stantly got ups and dispatched messen 

to Dr. Tweedie and Mr. Hammond, This 
was about eight o'clock. Mr. Hammond 
arrived before nine o'clock. Mr. Bisset, 
another surgeon, also came promptly, Mr. 
Hammond examined the lest mixture that 
came, and said that it was chiefly composed of 
landanum, and that no doubt Mrs. Phillips’s 
death was caused by her taking an over-dose 
of the mixture. Although I repeatedly sent 
for Dr. Tweedie,* he did not arrive until near 


. | five o’clock in the afternoon, Mr. Ham- 


mond’s assistent attributed her death to 
the mixture which she had taken, nearly 


* We understand that Dr. Tweedie re- 
ceived no message whatever from Mr. Phil- 


lips.—Ep. L. 
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wae unday last she complained of slight in-| 
disposition, and proposed sending for 
I considered that her illness was more ima- 
OF ginary than real, and endeavoured to per= 
hope suade her that she did not want a surgeon, 
but could prescribe for herself; however, 
in my absence from home in the course of 
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two-thirds being laudanum. Dr. Tweedie 
asked to look at the mixture last sent ; 
on tasting it, he said that it was not com- 
according to his prescription for 
Phillips. Dr. Tweedie expresseda wish 
to take the mixture away, for the ee of 
ascertaining its composition ; but I objected 
to his taking all. ‘The prescription was made 
up by Mr. Snow’s assistant. 

By the Jury: I am convinced my wife had | 
no- intention of laying violent hands upon | 
herself; she was particularly tenacious of 
her health ; she was not in the babit of tak- 
ing leudanum medicinally. 

Alexander Tweedie, M.D., of No. 40, 
Ely~place, Holborn : On Tuesday last I was 
at Snow's house, at Highgate, when a 
very pressing message came for Mr. Snow 
to attend Mrs. Phillips; he being from 
home, Mrs. S. begged me to go, which I 
did; I found Mrs. Phillips labouring under 
the effects of disordered bowels ; there were 
also a deal of nervous irritability and flighti- 
ness; on my return to Mr. Snow's I wrote a 
prescription for her, which, I believe, was 
made up by Mr. Hill, the assistant; I saw 
Mas. Phillips on the Thursday, and was 
induced to make out a second prescription :* 

mixwre which was alleged to have 
em sent on the Thursday was here pro- 
duced and examined by Dr. Tweedie, who 
said that it contained a large proportion of 
laudanum, and decidedly was not pre 
from his last prescription; there was no 
portion of laudanum in the composition of 
either of the prescriptions.) The doctor 
continued his evidence as follows :—I can- 
not speak as to the making up of the pre- 
scriptions, or the mode of conveyance; I 
have opened the body of the deceased ; the 
brain was more vascular than usual; the 
blopd-vessels of the membranes were turgid 
with blood, and there was a slight milky 
effusion; in the chest nothing morbid was 
found ; the external, or peritoneal, cvat of 
the st h was inflamed in patches; the 
intestines were sound. From the circum- 
stances of the case, and the symptoms de- 


* The following is a translated of 
Dr. Tweedie’s prescription, 
Coroner's Inquest. 

Calomel, two grains ; 

Compound extract of colocynth, or bitter 


apple eight grains ; 
of carraway seeds, two drops. 
Fonm into two pills, to be taken at bed-time. 


INQUEST ON. MRS. PHILLIPS, 


tailed to me by Mr. Hammond’s assistant, 
when he visited her, I am.of opinion that the. . 
death of the deceased was occasioned by her 
having taken laudanum. 

By the Coroner: I am of opinion. that. 
three table spoonfuls of the mixture now 
produced, purporting to have come from Mr, 
Snow’s, and said to have been prepared from 
my prescription, taken three times.a day, 
would account for the deceased’s dissolu~ 
tion. I did not detect, on opening the body, 


‘any vestige of laudenum in the bowels; it 


may be taken in the largest quantities, and 
yet not detected in the system, after the 
digestion of the aliment 

Mr. Phillips put a vast number of ques- 
tions to Dr. Tweedie, which he answered to 
the apparent satisfaction of the —_ 

Mr. Swan Hill, assistant to . Snow, 
surgeon, of Highgate, examined :,] prepared 
Dr. Tweedie’s two prescriptions for Mrs. 
Phillips ; there was no laudanum in either 
of them ; I entered them, in. the day-book ; 
I enclosed a label with the bottles, which 
were wrapped in paper; proper directions 
were conveyed with the medicine; the first 
medicines 1 sent by the postman; tbe last 
bottle of mixture was fetched by Mr. Phil- 
lips’s servant boy. 


of age, and served five years’ apprenticeship _ 
to a surgeon-apothecary ; I have been in the 

habit of compounding medicines since my 

apprenticeship, which is now upwards of 
eight years. 

By Mr. Phillips: The ingredients com- 
posing the medicines made from Dr. Twee- 
die’s prescriptions for Mrs. Phillips, con- 
sisted of bark and leaves ; there are no bot- 
tles of laudanum on the table in the shop. 
I made up other preriptiena.se the Thurse , 
day besides Dr. Tweedie’s. 

The Coroner observed, that it was a most 
mysterious affair—how such a deadly mix-. 
ture, as was contained in the last bottle sent 
to Mrs. Phillips, could have left the shop of 
Mr, Snow, he was at a. loss to.imagine; 
young man Hill seemed,initiated in the 
Situation he filled, consequently it was not to 
be inferred that he had made so gross.a mis< 
take in compounding it ; on the other hand ,: 
the bottle had never gone out of the pos«- 
session of the boy who fetched it from.the: 
shop, until.it reached the hands of Mra. 
Phillips ; it certainly wes a most extraordi~ 
nary affair—there was one thing beyond all 


had been deprived of existence by taking. 


3 {the contents of the bottle which was. sent. 


from the of Mr. Snow, on the Thurs< . 
day ; he (the ), however, 2 
the case in the hands of the Jury. 


By the wish of Mr. Phillips, several of 
the friends of Mrs. Phillips were examined, 


to prove, beyond a doubt, her sanity; | 


By the Coroner : I am twenty-five-years 


t, that was, that the unfortunate lady | 


j 
if 
— 
|doub 
; Infusion of cascarilla bark, two ounces 
Infusion of senna, three ounces ; 
Manna, half an ounce ; 
Three table spoonfuls of this mixture to be 
takem three times a day. A.T. 
For Mrs. Phillips, 3d Sept.:1829.- 
| 
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also that she lived on the happiest terms 
with her husband, and was most careful of 
her health. 
The Jury having heard the whole of the 
, consulted a short time, and then 
returned a verdict—‘‘ That the deceased's 
death was occasioned by an over dose of 
laudanum, taken medicinally.” 
The inquest terminated at two o'clock | 
yesterday morning, having lasted ten hours 


Management and Diseases of Infants, un- 
der the Influence of the Climate of India; 
being Instructions to Mothers and Pa- 
rents, in Situations where Medical Aid 
is not to be obtained, and a Guide to 
Medical Men, inexperienced in the Nur-' 
sery and the Treatment of Tropical In. | 
Santile Disease. Illustrated by coloured | 
Plates. By Frevenice Consyx, E 
Surgeon on the Bengal Establishment; 
and Author ofa Treatise on the late Epide- 
mic Cholera and Taraii Fever, M.R.C.S.L. 
Caleutta; Thacker and Co. Royal 8vo. 
pp: 463. 1828. 


Tuat the features of disease are mate- 
rially modified by climate, is a principle uni- 
versally admitted; yet colonial surgeons, 
however well convinced they may be of the 
truth of that principle, have seldom been 
induced to favour the world with the results 
of their professional experience conuvected 
with it. A complete treatise on the circle 
of diseases which prevail in any province 
or dependency of the British empire, is 
not to be met with. Occasional essays 
on some of the diseases of tropical climates 
are the only land-marks which the young 
practitioner possesses in the outset of his 
arduous career. These, too, have generally 
been written by naval surgeons, the errant 
nature of whose duty precludes most of 
them from acquiring a thorough knowledge 
of the influence of climate upon resident 
constitutions; the book of Jemmy John- 
stone, the ‘“* marine” surgeon and Aber- 
deen Dab, is an illustration in point. In 
no part of our dominions has this want been 
more severely felt than in Hindhistan, ‘The 
young surgeon, however well primed with 
** sound chirurgical” and pure medical” 
aphorisms in the schools of the metropolis, 
finds himself there, completely at fault, and 
las to commence and pursue his professional 


INFANTS IN INDIA. 


duties unaided by the experience of his pre- 
decessors, and without any guide oa which 
he can, with confidence, rely. 

Mr. Corbyn, the author of the work be- 
fore us, has the merit of having made the 
first effort to dispel the obscurity in which 
a certain class of maladies, incident to our 


| Asiatic dominions, have been involved. He 


has succeeded, to a certain extent, in sup- 
plying our deficiencies in one department. 

The object of his treatise is twofold ; 
first, to supply to the inexperienced prac- 
titioner an accurate account of the infantile 
diseases of India; and, secondly, to furnish 
mothers, whilst out of the reach of medical 
aid, with a safe guide in the management 
of their offspring. In the attempt to com- 
bine these two purposes, Mr. Corbyn has 
rendered his work too bulky and expensive. 
The useful truisms, which it is necessary to 
teach female readers, become mere trash in 
a work destined, in great measure, for me- 
dical men; and the technical phraseology 
inevjbly employed in professional works, 
mus incomprehensible to the generality 
of mothers and nurses. 

After developing the purport of his work, 
the author divides his subject into four parts. 
He treats, first of the management of chil- 
dren before and after birth ; then of the dis- 
eases of children ; thirdly, of the cure of the 
diseases of children ; and, lastly, of the pre- 
vention of diseases in children, We raise 
the curtain on the following view :— 


“ The mortality which has been, and con- 
tinues to be, so lamentably great among in- 
fants in India, may, in a very great degree, 
be traced to the peculiar situation, in which 
young mothers are placed in different parts 
of the country. Marrying, os it often hap- 

3, a few months after their arrival from 
urope, and not unfrequently at an early 
age, they have the important office of a 
mother to discharge, with all its anxieties 
and cares, where advice, from the experi- 
enced of their own sex, cannot be obtained, 
and often in those parts of the country, 
where both medical assistance and female 
acquaintance are alike absent. It must be 
conceded, that there has been no subject 
more neglected than that of the diseases of 
infants; while no one in the medical de- 
partment has had superior claims upon par- 
ticular attention. The foundation of a good 
or bad constitution is laid in infancy, aud in 
either respect depends almost wholly upon 
the ment pursued in the nursery. 
Every lady, therefore, in India, should 
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make it a matter of serious consideration, to 
e ur to acquaint herself with a proper 
method of managing her offspring durimg 
theit years of infancy, and thus become as 
much as ible independent of advice and 
consultation with others. 
“It is a fact, the evil consequences of 
are sufficiently obvious, that the 
management of children is not made a 
branch of a young female’s education; in- 
deed, mothers seem to keep their daughters 
entirely excluded from attention to the ad- 
ministration of the nursery, and the know- 
ledge of a mother's important daties. The 
expediency of such instruction to young 
females, whose destiny is for India, is so 
apparent, and the neglect of it, especially 
where scarcely any information whatever 
can be derived from any source, is so replete 
with danger, that the consideration of it was 
the occasion of my having first taken upon 
myself the duty of contributing, according 
to my ability, towards the supply of what is 
8o obviously important for qualifying them 
to fill the sphere of domestic life.’ 


The author then pursues his subject 
with considerable garrulity and quaintness, 
which, if not altogether unentertaining, at 
any rate prevents us from saying much in 
commendation of his style. It is prolix to 
a degree, and at times would not ill become 
a priestess of Lucina, though, on other oc- 
casions, it is ambitious and sanctimonious 
enough for the effusions of the most ascetic 
worshipper of Vishnd, or of Buddhu, 


“ The treatment of children before their 
birth, may appear a novel subject, but it 
t be idered as unimportant. It 
would, perhaps, have been fortunate for 
many, if the learned disquisitions on the 
progress of gestation, which have been 
written and studied with the deepest in- 
terest by the physiological and scientific 

art of the medical profession, had been 
Brought more generally under the particular 
attention of mothers, and applied by them 
to the practical purposes which they are 
designed to subserve ; for, so far as my own 
experience and observation extend, I do not 
hesitate to declare it to be my opinion, that 
as many deaths occur among children, in 
consequence of mismanagement before par- 
turition, as from other causes after that 
event. In India, it is not unusual for young 
ladies to marry a few months after they 
land, and to be liberated at once, at least or- 
dinarily, from great restraint. They are 
united in the bonds of wedlock, frequently 
at the age of 16 or 17; indeed, 1 know 
several instances of marriage at 14 years of 
a a No wonder, therefore, that they are 

helpless, and in great distress, in one 
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of the most important and serious moments 
of their lives, at a period too when the viva- 
city of youth is not prepared for the grave 
performance of maternal duties. Attention 
to the following system, will guard such 
young mothers against the danger to which 
they are too often exposed. 

“ It is customary, on marriage, for a bride 
to be ushered into all the gaiety her friends 
can promote on the happy occasion. Balls, 
and every species of active exercise which 
tend to enliven the change, ensue : there is 
little thought, however, that the most serious 
aences are probably taking place in 
the womb during these first months after 
marriage. The suppression of the usual 
discharges is the sign of conception: then a 
change takes place in the whole consti- 
tution, 

“Signs of pregnancy will now be esta- 
blished: one of the most prominent is, the 
stomach often rejects both breakfast and 
dinner. This sickness is generally sudden 
in accession, so that there is scarcely time 
to quit the room. A confined state of the 
bowels is commonly complained of ; but 
gentle doses of castor oil only will be neces- 
sary. The child is now completely formed. 
A sensation will be occasionally felt in the 
womb, like the snapping of the fingers: this 
is the movement of the child, Experienced 
mothers understand this feeling so well, that 
they frequently calculate the time of gesta- 
tion by it; while other persons seldom ob- 
serve the event, believing it to be merely a 
slight griping pain, or a gentle spasm. It 
will be necessary to discontinue stays, and 
remove every pressure, as the action of the 
child in the womb must be without restraint, 
otherwise the just proportion, and especial! 
the health of the infant, will be materially 
endangered after birth. Poor women, who 
seldom accustom themselves to the wearing 
of stays, have usually the stoutest and the 
finest infants, and suffer much less inconve- 
nience during pregnancy: with them, in- 
deed, it is in general the most healthy pe- 
riod of their lives. The movement of the 
child above alluded to, is termed by mothers 
*‘ quickening.’ It is a delicate period, and 
the whole constitution sympathizes during 
this, as well as the preceding months. 
Ladies ee to keep themselves perfectly 
quiet ; and jumping in or out of a carriage or 
buggy, running down or up steps, skipping, 
tiding on horseback, are to be avoided as 
dangerous. Disregard to this advice may 
subject the pregnant to a miscarriage, 
which unfortunately having once occurred, 
often recurs, and becomes |abitual ; and not 
only makes the lives of those who are fond 
of infants extremely desponding, but de- 
stroys the constitution. 

* The womb enl the fifth and sixth 


months, Heat in the palms of the hands, 
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flushes about the face, heartburn, and a/that this woman had very delicate health. 
sense of weight over the eyes, are symptoms ‘The native women of India often deliver 
which are sometimes experienced. Should themselves. [emales of barbarous nations 
the bowels require it, two table-spoonfuls of have no assistance; and until proof can be 
magnesia should now be taken in a small given, that all are not formed alike, we must 
wine glass of water, and the dose be repeat-| not take from the mercy and wisdom evinced 
ed every three or four days. In case the | by the Creator. Accidents, however, do 
magnesia fails to operate singly, two table-| occur sometimes, as well as malformations, 
spoonfuls of Epsom salts may be advisable. | which require the aid of art. Jn the first 
Perfect quietness is necessary, aud over-| instance, the aid of native women is scarcely 
exertion is dangerous, especially such as necessary, except to tie and cut the navel- 
pulling out heavy drawers, reaching at high | string; in the second instance they are 
almirals, or stooping to lift weights from the thrown into despair, and will attempt 
ground, Care must be taken not to lean so/ nothing, as they know nothing. The latter 
as to rest the stomach upon a table when) class of persons being usually the wives of 
writing, drawing, &c. Avoid late hours ;| private Europeans, what can they know? 
be careful not to eat food of an indigestible | They have, in fact, the same superstition, 
nature, nor to teke too much at once: the | only in another way ; they Lave their signs, 
best diet is fowl, lamb, mutton, and light | omens, and warnings, before confinement, 
pudding. One or two glasses of sherry, or and commence a detail of wonderful and dan- 
a long beer glass* of Hodgson’s pale ale,! gerous cases, the visionary phantoms of their 
will be quite sufficient for the daily beve-| own imaginations.” 


rage.” 

In the 7th and 8th months of pregnancy, 
fluor albus occasionally appears, but unless 
the flow be very copious, it need not be 
interfered with. The heartburn, if annoy- 
ing, is remedied by magnesia and an abste- 
mious regimen. The womb increases to a 
large size; swelling of the legs, distention 
of stomach, difficulty of breathing, tension 
and pain around the nipples, take place. In 
the 9th month, great inconvenience is ex- 
perienced in lying upon the side ; the body 
and head should be raised with pillows. If 
the nipples be much inflamed and swelled, 
a bread and milk poultice is recommended. 


| 


* Tt is the custom in India for ladies to be 
solely confined by native women, or the 
wives of European soldiers. The former are 
the most superstitious people in the world, 
and the first preparation made by one of 
them for her important office is incantation, 
and offerings to some heathen god. Her 
mode of proceeding is the most rough and 
inhuman conceivable. Although the all- 
wise Creator so formed all the sex, that 
travail should be attended with pain, yet 
the delivery is entirely the work of his al- 
mighty hands ; or how is it that the wives 
of European soldiers on a march, on the 
road side often deliver themselves? I was 
informed by an European servant whom I had 
employed to nurse a lady not long since, that 
she had delivered herself ; with her own hands 
cut the navel-string, and that she did not 
experience the least ill effects from so doing. 
What made it the more remarkable was, 


* What is known in India by the name of 
a lambd peald. 


The following remarks are worthy the at- 
tention of those whom they most concern :— 


** To detail the minutia of delivery is not 
the intention of this work, ‘The author re- 
commends all ladies to be near medical aid 
during continement, and would strongly ad- 
vise their soliciting the attendance of a 
medical gentleman. In this case, ladies 
will find themselves attended by those who 
have devoted a cultivated mind to the stad 
of such cases, and made it a branch of sci- 
ence and professional education. Their man- 
ners are generally mild and gentle; they 
observe every proper delicacy and reserve. 
The infant is preserved from receiving in- 
jury, and a mother may repose herself in 
such hands with perfect confidence and 
safety. Many, | am aware, advance only 
one objection ; but that casts a slur upon 
their own parents, and upon almost every 
lady in Britain, where females are almost in- 
variably attended by medical men, Were I 
asked, however, would it not be better that 
this should be a female’s occupation? my 
answer would decidedly be in the effirmas 
tive ; but until a respectable, well educated 
class of females are brought up exclusively 
to itas a profession, and in a school for that 
purpose, undergo au examination by a 
college of professors, receive certificates of 
their proficiency from that college, and by 
act of parliament are thus permitted to 
practise, I am decidedly of opinion, the em- 
ployment of women will always be replete 
with danger, both to the mother and to the 
child. To allude to the diseases of females 
would be foreign to the object of this work ; 
yet | might mention instances of great dan- 
ger which have fallen under my own obser- 
vation, from the ignorance of native women. 
I was once called to a lady who had been 


three days in coufinement. The husband 
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wished me to make the woman who was at- 
tending on the lady the channel of commu- 
nication; but I urged the necessity of a 
personal interview, which being complied 
with, I fcund the lady in a very dangerous 
state, arising from the ignorance of this 
woman, who had broken what is called the 
waters, by unnecessary interference. This 
rendered the lady’s delivery out of the reach 
of nature, she being quite exhausted by 
having adhered to the directions of this igno- 
rant woman. Indeed, most mothers in 
India are diseased more or less in the womb, 
and very many are inverted, from the vio- 
lent measures in use by these uninstructed 
persons. On being consulted bya gentle- 
man in India on a case of serious uterine 
affection, he candidly told me, that his lady 
was compelled at one time to be attended by 
a medical gentleman in confinement, who 
took that opportunity of putting her womb 
right ; but being subsequently delivered by 
a native female, a second displacement was 
the consequence.” 

After some very obvivus reasoning on the 
propriety of maternal suckling, the author 
proceeds :— 

** But let us inquire who are these depu- 
ties in India? They are native women! 


Persons, who generally eat opium, and 
smoke a poisonous narcotic, called 


bhang 
who will promise to abide solely and wholly 
by the food given to them from their mis- 
tress’s table, or to that which is prepared by 
the lady’s cook; but will obtain, by an in- 
sidious contrivance, garlic, ghee, &c., and 
e of the most sour and acrid vegeta- 

les; all of which the poor little infant 
sucks to a certain degree in the milk, I 
have witnessed the most painful scenes of 
chicanery in the native nurses or dayes in 
India. ir first object is to make money; 
their own comfort is paramount; and in- 
gratitude is invariably expressed. I have 
known ladies bestow on them repeated pre- 
sents of clothes and money, to induce them 
to be kind to their infants, but without 

a 


avail ; kindness, ia fact, d toi ¢ 


in fact, an extraordinary power of drawing 
back the suck, and producing it at pleasure, 
a trick most probably practised in order to 
alarm and excite the anxiety of the parents, 
with a view of promoting their pecuniary 
objects. Among other strange circum- 
stances, | remember being told by a lady, 
who had lost many children, that she bad 
come to a determination not to nurse again, 
as she ascribed the death of her dear infants 
to herown milk, The lady was particularly 
healthy and stout. I therefore strongly re- 
monstrated agaiust such an erroneous con- 
clusion. The dhye who had been entertoin- 
ed, appeared to be all that could be desired ; 
but no sooner was the child born, than every 
artful trick began to be played off; and the 
lady was compelled, against her own wish, 
to nurse. Her infant thrived, and became 
exceedingly stout and healthy, Those who 
understand medicine, and the character avd 
nature of milk, will confirm the assertion, 
that the milk of the mother, when a child is 
first born, is quite different to that at any 
other period; in short the first milk is 
quite medicinal, and has an extraordinary 
influence on the infant's constitution, which 
is one of the most important points always to 
bear in mind: so that if a lady determine 
not to nurse, she ought at least, for the first 
ten or twelve days, to give this medicinal 
nourishment, Among other instances of 
the sophistry found in this class of natives, 
I have been informed that it is customary 
among them to give opium to infants, when 
they are restless and troublesome at night. 
As the danger arising from the bad conduct 
of dhyes is so great, I trust that ladies in 
India will see the necessity of nursing their 
own children. It is often the case, that be- 
coming a nurse will strengthen that consti- 
tution which was previously weakly ; and if 
attention be paid to light bandaging, and to 
bracing the stays well up alter confinement, 
it will be found that the elegance of figure 
will not be injured. 1 know a lady, who, 
several months after her confinement, 
omitted wearing stays. She, of course, 


in many of them, impudence and threats, for 
the purpose of exaction. On one melan- 
choly occasion, [ was called out to see a 
lady's who was taken ill; indeed, she 
was supposed to be dying of the cholera. 
When I arrived, 1 found the woman in a 
state of inebriation. She was nurse to a 
lovely infant, who was taken suddenly ill 
on the following morning, and died a few 
hours after. It would be painful to dwell 
on the effect felt by the afflicted parents. 
But this, perhaps, is not a single case of the 
kind. It is also true, as I have been re- 

atedly told by mothers, that the dhyes 
ave no milk; in one instance, it occurred 


in a fine healthy young woman. They have, 


found herself losing shape ; but on resuming 
them, she recovered her former figure. 
There are, it is true, some instances in 
which nursing is not admissible; but in 
ordinary cases, where there is ever so little 
milk, 1 would rather give that little, than 
incur the danger arising from native nurses.” 


Few of our author's topics will better 
afford amplification than the following. The 
argument which it embraces, however, did 
not require to be preceded by the ‘* must.” 
It is the impression that “‘ we must remem- 
ber” the delicacy of the Europ’indian con- 
stitution of females, when deciding upon 
the question at issue, that has occasioned 
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the “* strange delusion” complained of. The 
author expresses his opinion in a very honest 
way. ‘* Hodgson’s pale” is no bad medi- 
cine, though the Calcutta pharmacopeia 
does not contain any such preparation. 

“ We must remember, that European la- 
dies in India are not in that climate in which 
they were born, and where the constitution 
is braced and strengthened; but in one 
which, from excessive beat, is unhealthy 
debilitating. From this consideration, the 
incompetency of European ladies to nurse 
their own infants has been deduced: this 
deduction having the show of reason in its 
favour, has been established ; so that medi- 
cal men, as well as experienced females, 
have held it as an uncontroverted opinion ; 
and no doubt it will be strongly advocated 
and supported against any thing | can say. 
Against this array drawn up before me, | 
contend not with a view of certain triumph, 
because, however strong my ground, I may 
not succeed, I myself was once under the 
sway of this strange delusion, and held all 
the opinions to be contrary to good sense, 
which some of our fair countrywomen advo- 
cated in ~— of ladies nursing their own 
children in India; and, in fact, urged in the 
strongest terms the indispensable necessity 
of native dhyes. Little did I think my own 
conclusion so erroneous, till I fortunately 
found it opposed by actual experience, and 
discovered that ladies of feeble constitution, 
ou nursing, in many instances actually 
gained strength. lt must be granted, how- 
ever, that it is the general belief that native 
women are the best nurses, in comparison 
with European ladies ; but it is but fair to 
inquire on what grounds? Is it because 
they are stronger ;—because their food 
is richer and better ;—because they have 
richer and purer blood flowing in their 
veins !—because they will partake of the 
appropriate food, ne | abide by all necessary 
instructions as to diet !—because they have 
more affection and loving feeling towards 
the child? May we not negative such con- 
clusions, and confidently assert, that the 
argument is against native nurses? One 
European will almost overpower, by his in- 
nate superior strength, four native men ; and 
may we not assert, that the same proportion 
of comparative strength belongs to the other 
sex, begging my fair readers’ pardon for 
making such a simile ; but any simile will 
be acceptable, I trust, in making our argu- 
ment tenable. As the European is of 
stronger members than the native, so like- 
wise is the milk of the former stronger and 
finer than that of the latter. How many 
poor dear babes are heard screaming and 
erying, their peevishness being frequently 
ascribed to sickness or irritability in the 


bowels, when, in all probability, it arises 
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solely from hunger, not 
stantial nourishment in the 
milk of a native woman.” 

Mr. Corbyn’s observations on the diet of 
wet-nurses are valuable to the juvenile prac- 
titioners in India. 

“ The first day after that of confinement, 
soup must be taken, made very strong, of 
lamb, mutton, or beef. Fat should he re- 
moved from the meat when it is put into the 
saucepan, as it only makes the soup oily, 
and never adds to nourishment: on the con- 
trary, no sooner does it reach the stomach, 
than it not unfrequently changes to an acrid 
acid, which will invariably affect the milk. 
A basin of this, twice a day, may be taken. 
On the second day, soojee, bar y. or oat- 
meal porridge, is advisable for breakfast, 
and during the day, soup as before, with two 
long beer glasses of pale ale, and a strong 
decoction of bruised barley, which has a de- 
lightful effect generally upon an infant's 
bowels, keeping them perfectly regular. 
Besides, it is a very pleasant drink, always 
procurable, and supports the strength in an 
astonishing manner. The mother, after con- 
finement, if all has gone on well, ought to 
be on a couch in three days, and out in six ; 
as lying in bed is extremely weakening, 
without any purpose being gained, ‘There 
are some in India, who quit their beds on 
the second day; but this | think is far from 
being proper. I know a lady who has had 
six children, and who told me it was custo- 
mary with her to dress herself immediately 
after confinement, and sit up the second 
day: which system she had adopted from the 
birth of her first child. ‘These are experi- 
ments, and therefore cannot be recommend- 
ed. At the same time, however, the old 
rule of confining a lady to her bed nine days, 
in a warm climate, is not only debilitating 
for the time, but may be the means of re- 
tarding a proper secretion of milk after- 
wards, The milk does not generally flow 
in the breast until the third day, so that it 
will be necessary to give the child two or 
three tea-spoonfuls of the barley beverage ; at 
four in the morning, at mid-day, and in the 
evening. The infant is to be put continu. 
ally to the breast, as the drawing hastens 
the coming of the milk; and a neglect of 
this rule sometimes prevents the secretion 
altogether. As soon, however, as the 
mother is up, to eat fish and rice for break- 
fast is advisable, or soojee with eggs, toge- 
ther with such food as lamb, mutton, beef 
curry, and rice, for dinner, with a bottle of 
Hodgson’s pale ale. In the evening, tea 
and toast may be sufficient. The beverage 
alluded to, however, is to be included, 
Rising early every morning, and taking a 
drive out in a buggy or carriage, is un- 


deniably of the first importance: the fresh 


receiving any sub- 
poor and watery 


| 
| 
+ 

| 


768 OPERATION OF LITHOTOMY. 


air is the trae restorative in India, aud a 
eat stomachie, exciting to a hearty break- 
ast; while sleeping in bed bas the most 
enervating effect imaginable on the consti- 
tution. It is the only period in the hot 
weather, when the air is cool and light, 
and the hour when it can he enjoyed: not- 
withstanding this well known fact, it is a 
Hovelty in the east, to see ladies taking 
motuing exercise. | have been frequently 
told by them, it did not agree with their 
* peculiarity of coustitution.’ ‘The fact is, I 
fesume, no real trial was ever given.) 
thy and inaptitude to exertion, arising 
from the climate, have the greatest influence 
in swaying the mind against a habit so bene- 
ficial; which is to be lamented, as ladies 
would enjoy their regular rest, and good 
health, it they changed this system. The 
ordinary complaint they make to medical 
men, is the impossibility they experience to 
sleep at night; owing, beyond dispute, to 
two things; first, they sleep in the day; 
and second, they never rise early in the 
morning. Let them avoid one, and do the 
other, and the case, 1 may safely say, will be 
materially altered. ‘Tone will be imparted 
to the stomach, the body will become 
braced, and the mind exhilarated, as never 
failing consequences; indeed, the whole 
constitution will experience a renovating 
effect. To go to bed early, is another point 
to be urged as indispensable in a nurse, rest 
being decidedly requisite for the formation 
of milk; and those who ore desirous of be- 
coming real good nurses, must forego all 
parties and gay society, for family retire- 
ment and domestic serenity—a hard and 
a terrible restriction it must be granted on 
the lively, gay, and spirited young lady! 
But how soon the fascinating prospect of a 
gay ball, the enchanting hope of a masque- 
le, the pleasing anticipation of the fancy 
play, will be found to be vain delusion and 
empty joy, in comparison with the charms 
of the playful caresses of a lovely offspring, 
the enjoyment of health, a fond and affec- 
tionate partner, and a peaceful, happy 
dwelling.” 

This is not so bad. It is not every lady 
in India, however, who is so fortunate as 
to possess these strong temptations to do- 
mestic life. We shall afford ourselves a few 
more extracts next week. 


BARON HEURTPLOUP’S FIRST LITHOTHKYP- 
TIC OPERATION IN ENGLAND. 

Mr. C. Warrre, xtat.64, a short stout 

man, of plethoric habit, was attacked, twelve 

months since, with a pain across the lumbar 


region, affecting also the bladder aad glans 


penis, and conveying to the patient the sen- 
sation of a tight ligature round the root of 
the yard. He has occasionally experienced 
great difficulty in passing his urine, and has 
been subject for some years to gout in the 
lower extremities, His mode of life has ge- 
nerally been temperate. About three months 
back, the disease having attained great seve- 
rity, Ke was induced to apply to Mr, White, 
of the Westminster Hospital, for relief. His 
sufferings were sag! acute, and, on 
passing a sound, Mr, White discovered a 
hard calculus, about as large as an olive, the 
presence of which could be distinctly ascer- 
tained, both by the patient and operator. 

Mr. White adopted a course of medicine, 
from which the patient experienced consi- 
derable relief. 

July 19. The Baron Heurteloup saw the 
patient this day, and having injected the 
bladder with warm water, by an instrument 
acting both as a catheter and a sound, (de- 
scribed in Tue Lancer of ist August,) im- 
mediately found a stone behind the cervix 
vesice, with its surface considerably soft- 
ened by the supposed action of the medicine, 
which the Baron requested might be discon- 
tinued till Wednesday. 

2%. The patient feeling in a weak state, 
and having peiu in the urethra, it was 
thought advisable to postpone an spoaten 
for his relief until the following Friday. 

24. The patient being stronger this day, 
and having mentally prepared himself 
the operation, at which several surgeons 
Were present, he was yore on the bed de- 
scribed in No. 309 of Tue Lancer, in nearly 
the same position as for the lateral section. 
The bladder being injected, the ** instru- 
ment & trois branches, avec un foret sim- 
ple,” was introduced by Baron Heurteloup, 
and fixed on the iron fulcrum already de- 
scribed; the calculus was at once seized, 
and with great facility; the drill-bow was 
then applied, and the stone broken in a few 
seconds; the fragments were afterwards 
seized seriatim, and crushed, The instru- 
ment was now withdrawn, and a quantity of 
small fragments was brought out, in the 
stream of water which followed. The blad- 
der was then again injected, and its contents 
asecond time expelled. The patient suf- 
fered but litle pain from the operation, and 
warmly expressed his gratitude for the relief 
it had afforded him. He was ordered to 
keep in bed, and to indulge in mucileginous 
drinks. 

31. For the first three days after the 
operation, nothing but urine, mingled with 
mucus, was ejected from the bladder, 
During the last four days several small frag- 
ments have escaped. The Baron consider- 
ing the patient to be in a fit state for the 
continuance of the operation, and having 


taken the preliminary steps towards it, again 
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introduced the three-branched instrument of |make one; have them so hung as to be 
Le Roy, seized all the remaining fragments easily opened ; have a chimney with a good 
and reduced them to powder. | draugiit, 20 as to encourage a free current of 
The third * séance” hus since taken air through your house. 

place, in which one particle of stone only | No. 2 —Remove dung and putrid matter 
was discovered; it was immediately de- of every kind, from before and behind your 
stroyed. On a fourth examination, the | houses, as the vapour and smell proceeding 
bladder was found to be perfectly free from | from them, (called malaria,) have been found 
foreign substancé. The vesical catarrh,| by physicians to generate infectious fever. 

painful micturition, and al! other unpleasant) No. 3.—Scrape your floors with a spade, 
symptoms, have entirely disuppeared. The | and sweep them every day ; also the yards 


patient, at present, is perfectly well. before and behind your houses as often as 
you can ; keep your hair cut short, and comb 


iit every duy; wash your hands and face ; 

| keep your clothes, furniture, and utensils, 
sweet and clean. 

No. 4.—Don't go into any honse where a 

/person is sick, or has been ill of fever; 

. | don't attend the wake of any person who has 

To the Editor of Tue Laxcer. died of fever ; if you do you will be infected 


Sin,—Observing at page 657 of Tne Lan- | yourse!f, and wi!l communicate fever to your 


cet, a few simple and excellent rules re- 
commended at the London Fever Hospital| 
to be adopted to prevent contagion, I take 
the liberty of enclosing you some rules of a 
similar nature with which | have lately met, 
issued afew months since from a fever hos- | 
pital in helard. You will not only render 
a service in Ireland, where your Journal cir-_ 
culates very widely, by republishing them, 
but you will both amuse and instruct many 
of ron readers in this country, by the in- 
sight which this “ advice” thus unpremedi- 
tatedly affords them, into the degraded state 
of the lower class of people of that country. 
We _ readily judge what must be the 
state of health in those neighbourhoods in 
which it is necessary to advise the people 
“to scrape their floors with a@ spade, and 
sweep them every day.” Houses without 
windows and chimneys, floors matted with 
dang, spades instead of brooms, straw beds, 
and foulness of all kinds, seem the common 
characteristics of that unfortunate country. 
Well might Dr. Stoker, in speaking of its 
t classes in his report, have said that 
“ Their habitations were ruinous, and their 
apartments (into each of which numbers 
crowded, in order to lessen expense, by 
dividing the cost of rent and taxes) be- 
came so many laboratories of noxious va- 


rs, sometimes more like the neglected 


cemetries of the dead, than habitations of 
the living.” 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
London, Sept. 5. G. 1. 


“ Advice to prevent Fever. 
“ Nisi utile est quod facimus, stulta est Gloria.”’— 
Phadrus. 


tdcors and windows be 
e day ; if you have not a 


No. 1.—Let 


family. 

No. 5.—Don't let strolling beggars enter 
your houses, as they frequently carry in« 
fection from cne house to another. 

No. 6.—Whitewash your walls, inside and 
outside, with lime slacked in the house, and 
while it continues hot and bubbling; let 
this be done once a month while fever is 
prevalent. 

No. 7.—If fever attacks your family, as 
soon as the calamity is removed by re- 
covery, or by death, employ the above 
means as soon as possible ; burn the straw 
of the beds ; put all the clothes of the house 
into cold water, wring them out and wash 
them in hot water, soap, and pot-ashes; let 
every box, drawer, chest, Xc., be emptied 
and washed, and let the floor under the pa- 
tient’s bed be strewed with lime fresh 
slacked and hot. Let no person upon re- 
covery go into a neighbour's house, nor into 
= public place of worship, for fourteen 

ays. 

No. 8.—Rememnen!!! that cleanliness 
and good air will improve your health and 
strength, will check disease, and unprEr 
Gop will preserve you from all the variety 
of wretchedness aud misery occasioned by 
INFECTIOUS FEVER. 

Valley House. 

NOTE !— Heads of families are strongly 
| recommended to have a printed copy of this 
advice pasted up in their houses, and to en- 
force a strict observance of its instructions. 

The gentry are advised only to give em- 
ployment to such persons as carefully at- 
tend to the rales therein contained, 

A strict adherence to this plan constitutes 
the sole means for removing the principal 
cause which generates typhus fever in lre- 
land, viz. the fetid sme!) (called ‘* malaria”) 
exhaled from vegetable and other substences 
in a state of putrid fermentation. 


kept open in 
window in 


the back part of your house, 


It is reasonable to hope, that every other 
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cause will be eradicated by comfortable 
clothing, wholesome food, and good lodg- 
ings, which comforts can only be obtained 
through the medium of constant employ- 
ment given to the poor.” 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 


POISONING WITH OPIUM, 


Saury Braxx, aged 40, a married woman, 
living in the Borough, was brought to the 
hospital by ber brother, accompanied by a 
medical man, on ‘luesday, August 11, be- 
tween eleven and twelve at night, labouring 
under the effects of a large duse of opium, 
which she had taken with intent to destroy 
life. Previous to her admission into the 
hospital, sulphate of zinc had been adminis- 
tered by the medical attendant as an anti- 
dote, which had produced vomiting, and she 
was still under the influence of its emetic 
properties. It was thought advisable, how- 
ever, toemploy the stomach-pump, and some 
warm water was accordingly injected into 
the stomach by Mr. Staple, (one of the 
apothecary’s apprentices, ) butit was quickly 
vomited again. In consequence of the ten- 
dency to a state of lethargy, which there 
was great difficulty in overcoming, she was 
hurried about the square of the hospital, and 
annoyed by irritating words, (the latter 
having been found the better method of 
overcoming her stupor,) by which means 
the effects of the drug were, in a great mea- 
sure, prevented. After persisting in these 
means for nearly four hours, the patient was 
taken to her bed in Queen’s Ward, No. 
13, where she was attended by the night 
nurse, and one of the female patients ; seve- 
ral table-spoonsful of lemon juice were 
iven after the stomach had been thorough- 
cleansed, aud repeated doses of house 
physic taken during the morning. 

12. The patient states, on her further re- 
covery, that the ill-treaument of her hus- 
band and son-in-law had caused her to at- 
tempt self-destruction, for which purpose 
she bad swallowed twelve pennyworth of 
liquid opium, which she obtained in small 
quantities at different — The symp- 
toms she now complains of, are sickness at 
the stomach, with almost incessant vomit- 
ing ; the fluid ejected, of a brownish colour, 
and emitting a sour smell ; excessive pain in 
the head, and a tremulous motion of the 
whole body ; pupils contracted, fixed; pulse 
82, full, and incompressible ; tongue thinly 
coated with brown fur, and a bitter taste in 
the mouth; bowels open by medicine. 
Took a calomel pill about one o'clock, and 
a dose of effervescing mixture in the after- 
noon, The bladder became distended in the 


POISONING WITH OPIUM. 


evening, but not having power to expel its 
contents, a catheter was introduced, from 
which she experienced ae relief, 

13. The pain in the head, and across the 
eyebrow, with vomiting, &c., continued the 
whole day towards the 
evening, when it subsided, and has not 
since returned. Complains of tenderness 
on in the epigastric region, and 
says she feels pain there on inspiration, 
Cannot lie on the left side, and experiences 

in in it, even on attempting to turn in 
bed 3; dimness of sight at times, which soon 
leaves her, and returns again after a short 
time. Still has a tremulous motion of the 
body. Has not passed any urine since it 
was drawn off by the dresser last night, but 
feels easy in the region of the bladder; 
— 78, a little full, but more compressi- 

le ; tongue slightly furred. ‘To be cupped 
on the nape of the neck to twelve ounces ; 
milk diet; took a dose of effervescing mix- 
ture in the night. 

14. Pain in the stomach still continues, 
with tenderness on  qpenece over the epi- 
gastric region, which appears distended ; 
pain in the head much mitigated, but is 
equally severe over the eyebrows. Has 
her urine without the assistance of a 
catheter, but says she experiences great 
pain and difficulty in expelling it, and ulso 
pain in the bladder when it dis- 
tended ; pulse 78; pupils as before ; still 
occasional dimness of sight, but tremulous 
motion of body diminished; appetite bad. 
Took about half an ounce of castor oil in the 
afternoon of yesterday, which has produced 
one evacuation. Fifteen leeches to be ap- 
plied over the epigastrium. 

15. Perspires a good deal during the 
night, and towards the morning has cold 
chills; bas no pain in the head, but feels an 
aching over the eyebrows ; dimness of sight 
less, as the xysms do not come on so 
frequently. Complains of a swimming sen- 
sation in the head when she rises up in bed. 
Has continued to pass her urine without the 
assistance of a catheter, and only a small 

quantity at atime, with difficulty and pain 

in the attempt; is less tremulous ; bowels 
open twice this morning. No pain in the 
stomach, unless when she attempts to turn 
in bed, or takes any food, which, to use her 
own expression, “‘ seems to lodge there, 

and when it yoes off, the pain is increased 

for nearly halfan hour.” Pulse 73, less full ; 
tongue rather white; does not sleep at 
night, and says she has not done so since 

admission. 

17. Has not any pain in the head, or over 

the eyebrows; is still giddy when she rises 

in bed, and feels the pain in her stomach 

when she attempts to turn in bed, which 

she cannot do without pressing with her 

hand over the part, Sleeps little, is troubled 
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TUMOUR.—INJURY OF THE FACE. 


with frightful dreams, and, on aweking, 
feels << in the epigastric region, which 
continues for some minutes, with tremor of 
body; swelling of epigastrium less, but 
feels pain there on pressure, which, she 
says, shoots through to ber back, Pulse 74, 
natural ; bowels not relieved since yester- 
day morning; has a sensation of bearing 
down, and pain in passing ber urine, and 
also a cutting pain in the genitals; tongue 
whitish. Ordered sulph. of magnesia, a 
drachm, in infusion of roses, three times a 
day. Continue milk diet. 


GUY’S HOSPITAL. 


CARCINOMATOUS TUMOUR OF THE BREAST. 


Sept. 1. To-day a woman, about 45 years 
of age, was brought into the operating the- 
atre for the removal of a carcinomatous tu- 
mour of the right breast. The tumour first 
made its appearance about two years ago. 
The junior surgeon (who was the operator,) 
commenced by making semilunar incisions 
above and below the diseased mass, begin- 


20. Micturition still painful, end accom- 
panied with sensation of bearing down ; 
frequent desire to void:her urine, which is 
passed in small quantities. Vertigo dimi- 
nished, and dimness of sight less frequent ; 
tongue whitish, and slightly furred ; bowels 
open ; pulse 73. Unpleasant dreams at night, 
with sensations of falling from heights; 
stomach better; can lie with ease on e. 


ning at the superior, and outer of the 


tumour, and continuing them in a direction 


}downwards and forwards, including the 


| whole of it, and dissecting it from its attach- 


/ments: no artery required to be secured, 
The arm was at the same time held by Mr. 


| Morgan, to put the pectoralis major muscle 


integument on the stretch. Tbe edges 


T/of the wound were then brought together, 


side. ‘The pupils have gradually become go4 q pad of lint was placed over, and kept | 


dilated, and are still fixed, 

24. 1s now able to walk about in the ward ; 
continues better in every respect, with the 
exception of the pain and difficulty in void- 
ing her urine, which she says is increased, 
and, from, straining in the attempt, bas 
forced her womb down, which gives her 


in this position by strips of adhesive plasters 

On Tuesday, Sept. 8th, Mr. Morgan re- 
moved a scirrhous tumour from the right 
, breast of amiddle-aged woman. The opera- 


|tiow was performed in the usual manner; 


much additional .painy; 18 obliged to sit for| #bout half a pint of blood was lost, and the 
some minutes with her hand. under her, patient having become faint, some wine and 


after making water, before it recedes. States 
that she reveived a kick in the hypogastric 
region some time.ago, and experienced a 
difficulty.in passing her urine the same day, 
and occasionally at different times since, 
Bowels kept. open by castor oil. Catheter 
not introduced since the day after admis- 

26. The patient is now attacked with 


diarrhea, but is in other respects much; in consequence of having received 


better; she passes ber urine with greater 
ease, and, says that the womb has -notde- 
sceaded simee. yesterday, and then but 
slightly. Has been taking camphor mix- 
ture since the 24th, but it does aot appear 
by whose directions, not having been en- 
tered inthe physician's book. 

Sept. 7. The diarrhea subsided sponta- 
neously in about ‘two days from its eceur- 
renee, and all the other unfavourable symp- 
toms-heve since gredually disappeared. Lhe 

r mixture was omitted on the 3ist, 
and).sulph. .of magnesia, with infusion of 
rosea, threetimes a day substitated. From 


the 20th to the 26th, the pupils were dilated: 


and fixed, but have since regained a more 

naturabsize, and become more susceptible 

of the-influence of light; they act still 
th 


well. The patient was under the care of Dr. 
Williams.. 


water was administered to her; three vese 


| sels were required to be secured ; the edges 
| of the wound were brought together by four 
| sutures, a pad of lint was placed overit, and 


secured by strips of adhesive plaster. 


SEVERE INJURY OF THE FACE. 
Catherine Flemming, a middle-aged wo- 
man, was brought to this hospital, Aug. 26th, 
a severe 
injury on ber face from a horse ; the animal 


had run away, and some men in attempti 


» to impede its progress, caused it to Kick the 
woman, The whole of the left cheek was 
severed, the superior maxillary, nasal, and 
malar bones, were fractured, and the 
creature presented a most frightful appear- 
vance; the.orbit ‘appears not to be injured. 
She was putto bed, and the wound approxi- 
mated by a tape passed across it, and strips 
of adhesive plaster applied to the edges. 

24. Cold applications have been used with 
— benefit, and she is ordereda . 
i porter daily. 
The 8 (in the absence 
of the junior) visited her, and ordered the 
lnitric acid washto be used. There is @ 
fetid a the wound, and a por- 


; in other respects she is; tion of bone has come a 


26. Complains of pais fw the head; bowe 
ordered three grains of calo- 


m™29. Wound looks healthy; general health 
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good. Mr. Morgan saw the patient to-day, 
and said he thought there would not Be 
much deformity of the features when the 
wound healed, although she presents at pre- 
sent a very pitiable aspect. 

Sept. 2. Gradually improving, wound 
looks healthy. 

4. Rapidly improving; discharge from 
the wound moderate and healthy; cau open 
the eye on the injured side pretty well. 

er; bowels to kept open occa- 
doses of castor oil. . 

8. Bowels cannot be kept open without 
the use of the oil, but still she is greatly 
improved ; sleeps well at night, no fever, 
the breach of continuity fast filling up; in 
fact, the only plan now adopted, and neces- 


, is that of administering plenty of nu- 
trices food. The nitric las 
used with decided benefit. 


NEVUS. 


A child, about seven months old, was ad- 
mitted Aug. 26th, under Mr. Key, with 
Devus, situated nearly in the middle of the 
forehead, about the size of a hazel nut. The 
surgeon, on seeing the little patient, ob- 
served to the students, that he had seen a 
variety of plans adopted for the removal of 
these tumours. He objected generally to 
the use of the ligature, in consequence of the 
impossibility of applying it in some situa- 
tions; and though this was a fair case for 
its application, use of 
pressure, having been uentl le to re- 
move the disease by this plan. "He accord- 
ingly directed a of lint to be placed over 
the tumour, and a bandage to be passed 
rather tightly over it, and round the bead. 

Sept. 7. tumour has been gradually 
diminishing since the application of pres- 
sure, and to-day is nearly obliterated, The 
mother, who was in the hospital with the 
child, was therefore allowed to depart with it. 


The attendance of the surgeons of this hos- 
ag is very irregular. Their nominal hour 
twelve o'clock. They generally do not 
make their appearance until it is nearly one. 
The pupils are thus allowed to enjoy the 
*¢ cool refreshing breeze” under the portico 
of this building for nearly three-quarters of 
an hour, and hurry away to the two o'clock 
lecture, before they have seen half the pa- 
tients in the hospital. The post-mortem 
examinations are likewise done up in a very 
snug way ; no public notice of is ever 
before they take place, and, in conse- 

, there are scarcely more than half a 
present at any time but by chance. 


NZVUS.—IRREGULARITIES.—STRICTURE. * 


WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 


OPERATION FOR STRICTURE, AND DEATH. 


Ricuarp Reynorps, aged 59, a water. 
man, of active constitution, admitted 15th of 
April, 1829, with stricture, from which he 
states himself to have suffered for the last 
thirty years. He passes his urine guttatim, 
and this amounts to nearly a pint and a half 
in the twenty-four hours. He has had @ 
shooting = in the bladder, extending up 
into the loins, seemingly in the course of 
the ureters. This symptom was gene 
relieved after a discharge of urine, whi 
passes incontinently; constant desire of 
micturition 

: purging ways given reli 
have been made to intro- 
duce bougies, but without effect. The 
stricture is supposed to be at the bulb, and 
to extend a little beyond. After each at- 
tempt at passing the bougie, a long-con- 
tinued rigor has invariably occurred. 

Saturday, tee 25. Mr. White finding 
that all hopes of curing the stricture by the 
ordinary means were vain, fearing the 
formation of fistule, to 
opening in the perineum, cut 
the stricture. The operation was performed 
in the presence of Baron Heurteloup, Dr. 
Boyton, and the medical men of the 
establishment. The patient being placed 
in the position for lithotomy, a 
straight staff was introduced as far as the 
stricture, and an incision made an inch long, 
exactly in the raphe perinei downwards, to 
within half an inch of the anus. The index 


The medical officers fear the pupils will learn | and 


too much for their money. 
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finger of the left hand was now thrust into 
! the wound, and the bulb being raised, the 
membranous portion of urethra was opened, 
and the stricture divided. The man strug- 
: gled considerably, and had, consequently, 
changed the direction of the pelvis ; some 
difficulty was, therefore, experienced in 
passing a catheter into the bladder. After 
ae some fruitless attempts on the part of Mr, 
White, Mr. Guthrie essayed, 
changed the posture of the patient, 
ed, with a little force, in introducing a fe- 
' male catheter. The catheter was fixed in 
the urethra by means of a transverse roller ; 
; a T bandage secured the whole. Six 
hours after the operation, the man passed 
through the canula a pint of urine. A 
rhubarb and calomel powder given at bed- 
time. 
' July 26. Passed a restless night; ongue 
tt furred ; pulse 80, quick; bowels open; 
1 skin hot; urine drawn off in good quantity. 
Low diet. 
28. Fever unabated; urine thick, red, 
sabulous ; pain and uneasiness in the 
| | 


ACCIDENT.—EXTIRPATED UTERUS.—LITHOTOMY. 


August 1, The canula is removed and a 
gum-elastic catheter introduced through the 
entire urethra into the bladder. The urine 
is scanty and high coloured; pulse 90, 
irritable ; skin yellow, hot, and dry; con- 
tinual vesical irritation; great depression 
of spirits. A gill of port wine to be drunk 
daily. 

8. The man bes retrograded, and symp- 
toms of hectic have supervened ; counte- 
nance flushed ; tongue covered with a brown 
sordes; pungent heat of skin; stomach 
rejects every thing. Brendy and water, 
with ether, to be given every four hours. 

12. The patient is evidently verging to- 
wards dissolution; hectic tint; parched 
tongue; pulse innumerable; pain and un- 
easiness of hypogastric region. The wound 
has a sloughy appearance; as much urine 
passes through the wound as through the 
eanula. Compound ipecacuanha powder 
nightly. 

16. Died early this morning. 

Autopsy twenty-four hours after Death. 


Old adbesions between the pleura of 
both lungs; some hepatisation of the right. 
The abdominal viscera natural. ‘Ihe blad- 
der considerably thickened, ureters en- 
larged, and the true urethral canal totall 
obliterated ; a false passage existed on eac 
side, probably made during some of the at- 
tempts to pass the bougie or catheter. No 


perineal fistula, or cellular infiltration, exist- 
ed; and an adhesive inflammation com- 
pletely surrounded the wound. 


RUPTURE OF THE LIVER. 


William Spring, etat. 12, an errand boy, 
who had been passed over by the wheel of a 
cart, was admitted under the care of Sir A. 
Carlisle, the evening of the 26th ult. There 
was a deadly pallor of visage ; blanched lips; 
distended nostrils ; heavy respiration ; great 
ame at the precordia; pulse indistinct. 

yhen placed in bed, he lay on his back. 
Brandy and cordials, and fomentations, to 
be applied. 

27. He expresses himself considerably re- 
lieved this morning. 

Four, p.m. The distressing dyspnea has 
returned; unable to lie on the left side; in- 
tense anxiety of countenance ; pulse imper- 
ceptible ; extremities cold. Cordials ; mus- 
tard plaster to the chest. Died at ten 
o'clock. 

Autopsy fourteen hours after Death. 

The thoracic viscera perfectly healthy. 
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ligamentum coronarium, with the ligamen- 
tum laterale. No large vessel was ruptured, 
and the blood appears to have oozed slowly 
from the lacerated surface, and thus to ac- 
count for the length of time the boy lived 
after the receipt of the injury. 


HOTEL-DIEU. 


EXTIRPATION OF THE UTERUS. 

Tue patient upon whom M. Recamier 
performed this operation, on the 26th of 
July, (see page 672,) is in a very satisfac- 
tory state, and, as it appears, out of all dan- 
ger. On the third and fourth days after the 
operation, a slight inflammatory reaction 
took place, but it was happily subdued by 
means of bleeding, leeches, and the warm 
bath. On the 4th of August, the ligatures 
came away. From this period, no untoward 
symptom was observed, and on the 20th, 
recovery seemed to be complete. 


HOPITAL DE LA CHARITE, 


LITHOTOMY. 


C. D., an apparently healthy man, about 
70 years of age, had, fur about four years, 
been affected with gravel. On sounding, 
the presence of calculus in the bladder was 
readily ascertained, but it appeared there 
was no stone of any considerable size, and 
it seemed even likely that there were seve- 
ral smaller calculi. M. Roux accordingly 
gave up his intention of performing lithon- 
trity in this case, and determined upon litho- 
tomy, with the lithotome caché. The opera- 
tion, which was performed on the 28th of 
July, afforded nothing of any peculiar inte- 
rest, and was terminated by the extraction 
of about 100 calculi of different sizes, the 
largest not being larger than the tip of the 
finger. They consisted of uric acid, with a 
superficial layer of the oxalate of lime, 
M. Roux observed, that he had several 
years ago operated u a patient, from 
whose bladder he had extracted not less 
than 195 small stones; the same patient 
had been previously operated upon by M, 
Boyer, with a similar result. 

On the ist of August M. Roux performed 
lithotomy on a patient who had been admit- 
ted on the 29th of December, 1828, and 
from this period up to the present time, had 
already been twice operated on, on the 14th 
of February and the 13th of June. The 


In the abdomen, nearly four pints of dark | operation was perfo:med in the same manner 


grumous fluid blood were effused ; after a 


as in the above case, except that Hawkins's 


careful examination, a rupture of the liver cutting gorget was used instead of the litho- 


was discovered, extending the length of four tome. 


About fourteen stones, of the size 


inches dingenally across the upper surface, | of a filbert each, were extracted.—Lanc, 
and beginning a little above the angle of the porary. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Mr. Ponsonby—Dr. Henry Mallison— 
Mr. H Francis—Mr. John Davis—Mr. 
Edward Davis—Dr. Conwell—Mr. War- 
burton—Mr. H.O, Bradford— homas— 
Mr. Michael William Henry—Mr. John 
Grey—Mr. John Shepperd—M. Desanges— 
Mr. Benjamin Neave—Mr. Gregory—Mr. 
Ireland—Mr. J. Teylor—A. 
F. S—N.C, W.—A Constant Reader—Me- 
dicus—A Water Drinker—A Country Prac- 
titioner—Machaon—A Ruined Practitioner 
—Anti-Hall—A Friend. 

“J.D.” Notasa “ fellow.” 

“* A Practitioner.” There can be no ef- 
fectual reform in the mode of examination, 
without making it public. 


The communication which ‘ Anti-lHum- | p 


bug” criticises, was not anonymous, and 
we cannot therefore admit a personal attack 
upon the author of it, under an assumed 
name. 

** Machaon” must favour us with his com- 
munications, before we can speak of their 
appropriation. 

The lectures mentioned by “‘ A Constant 
Reader,” will not be publi in the vo- 
lumes for the ensuing year, but their place 
will be supplied with lectures of probably 
still greater value. 

We regret to inform Mr. J. T. that he 
cannot recover the amount of his bill from 
the overseers of P. Ilad he attended the 
patient under the order of a magistrate, or 
even of the overseers of the parish in which 
she was residing, he could then have reco- 
vered without trouble. On every side, me- 
dical practitioners are beset with difficul- 


ties. 
Mr. H. Francis. A brief account of the 
meeting would be acceptable. 


Mr. H, O. Bradford's letter would be 


charged as an advertisement at the Stamp | pp 


Office. Mr. Tuson’e school has been spoken 
of very highly by several of his pupils. 

We did not insert Mr. Henry’s former 
communication, because the case on which 
it animadverted occurred in private prac- 
tice. His last, which contains some perti- 
nent general remarks, shall appear next 
week. 

A full reply cannot be given to our Edin- 
burgh Correspondent in this place ; but it is 
the invariable object of Tur Lancer not to 
** deviate in the smallest degree from the 
truth.” This is fully understood here. But 
our intelligent Correspondent had better 
send a more explicit private communication. 

We once more repeat, that we cannot 
permit individuals who have the manliness 
to attach their names to their communica- 
tions, to be slandered by anonymous oppo- 
nents, 


The greater portion of the letier of 


CORRESPONDENTS.—BOOKS. 


“ Amicus Scientie” would have been in- 
serted, had not the writer subscribed an 
inaccurate address, 

As an apology for not having noticed in our 
last and in our present Number, several 
other communications which we have re- 
ceived, we beg to remind our Correspond- 
ents, that this is the first part of the month 
of September, a period when we are in the 
habit of retreating from the dungeons, and 
holes and corners of our hospitals and col- 
leges in the pursuit of Bars, for the more 
invigorating amusements to be found on the 
hills of Devonshire. 

« P. Y.” should not have paid his money 
in such haste. Medical pupils must be 
particularly cautious not to enter to any 
lectures or hospital, until they have com- 
leted the whole of their arrangements. 
They shall have ample information on this 
subject in the pages of this Journal before 
the ist of October. 


LITERARY INTELLIGENCE, 


Aw Exposition of the System of the 
Nerves, By Cnantes Beit, Esq., Second 
Edition, with an Appendix of Cases, 1 vol. 
4to., with Engravings, is in the press. 

Dr. Duckie bas, in a state of readiness 
for the press, in 1 vol., 8vo., a ‘I'reatise on 
the Mucous and Serous Membranes, which 
will comprehend their Anatomical Descrip- 
uon and Physiological Structure, their Dis- 
eases and Pathological Anatomy. 


BOOKS FOR REVIEW. 


Pathological and Practical Researches on 
Diseases of the Brain and the Spinal Chord. 
By Joun Anracromnis, M. D., F.R.C.P. 
Edin. Second Edition, with additions. 
Edinburgh: Waugh and Innes, 1829; 8vo, 
476. 

Tbe Water Question. Animadversions 
on the Reports, Evidence, and Documents, 
relative to the Supply of Water to the Me- 
tropolis. Published by order of the House 
of Commons. By A Water Daryxer. 
London: Hunter, 1829. re: 94. 

The Annual Reports, Financial, Medical, 
and Surgical, of the Roscrea Fever Hos- 
pital and Dispensary. By Kinxos- 
Ley, Physician to the Institution. Roscrea : 
Eggers, 1829. 

A Code of Medical Regulations for the 
Hon. E. I. Company's Establishment of 
Surgeons, belonging to the Presidency of 
Malacca, &c. Drawn up at the express de- 
sire of Government. By W. E. E. Con- 
wet, M.D. &c. Surgeon to the Madras 
Establishment. Singapore. 

Observations chiefly on Pu Dis- 
eases in India. By W. E, E. Conwext, 
M.D. &c, Malacca, 1829. 
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